
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Dear Friends, 

 

I am glad to welcome you to the Consulate General of France in New York for 

our 28th edition of Conferences@934. For the past three years, our salons have 

been hosting numerous debates, thus contributing to the exchange of ideas 

between our two countries regarding issues of international dimension. We 

chose to speak today, only several days away from the UN General Assembly, 

about the terrorism in the Sahel region, which is a matter of highest concern to 

the international community.  

 

Fighting terrorism in Sahel was made a priority of France’s foreign policy by the 

French President. In terms of counter-terrorism, and more specifically in that 

region, France and the United States are working closely together, especially 

within international organizations and entities.  

 

We are fortunate to have two experts on security issues in Sahel with us today. 

First, Jean-Philippe Morange, who has been working for several years already at 

the UN Security Council Counter-Terrorism Committee, where he was mainly 

involved in following the regions of Africa and the Middle East. As a Legal 

Officer, you conducted several assessment missions in those regions, including 

being part of the mission sent by the UN Secretary General, to assess the impact 

of the Libyan crisis in Sahel. Finally, you are also a member of the United 

Nations Task Force on Sahel. Thank you for accepting our invitation. We are all 

grateful you were able to come and share your experience with us tonight.  

 

I wish to thank our second guest, Dina Temple-Raston, as well, for being with 

us here this evening. I know we will highly benefit from the light you will shed 

on the topic, for you are National Public Radio’s counter-terrorism 



correspondent. Before joining NPR, you worked for Bloomberg News in 

Shanghai and Hong Kong, as well as at the White House. I would like to 

mention two of your books which will interest our audience tonight most 

particularly: In Defense of Our America, exploring the evolution of civil rights 

in the United States after 9/11, and The Jihad Next Door, which speaks about 

radicalization and how it spreads in the US.  

 

Before I begin, allow me to remind you of the rules of the game: each speaker 

will talk for about 15 minutes. Their exposés will be followed by a half-hour of 

Q & A. I would like to remind you that each guest here speaks freely, and only 

expresses his own personal views. We shall end this session at 7:45 p.m., in 

order to continue the conversation over a drink. Finally, you may find the 

photos, video and recording of today’s conference on our website as of 

tomorrow.  

 

With no further delay, I hand over the microphone to Jean-Philippe Morange, 

and wish you all an excellent evening.  

 


