
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Dear Friends, 

 

It is a great pleasure to welcome you tonight for the French American 

Entrepreneurship Award. I am very glad Club 600 and the French-American 

Chamber of Commerce have been organizing this event at the Consulate 

General of France in New York in the past three years.  

 

During his visit to New York last September, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, 

Mr. Laurent Fabius, reminded us that one of our top diplomatic priorities is to 

support and promote French innovation and entrepreneurship.  

 

There are almost 2800 French businesses in America. French entrepreneurs 

based in the United States, and particularly here in New York, contribute to our 

economy’s vitality, demonstrating how France’s technologies, products and 

savoir-faire are constantly being exported.  

 

The statistics concerning our foreign commerce are still challenging. In 2012, 

the increase of our exportations towards China (estimated between 10 and 15%) 

and the exceptional results in the aeronautic and spatial industries were positive 

signs that should encourage us to pursue these efforts to make France even more 

competitive. Tonight’s award – jointly granted by Club 600 and the French-

American Chamber of Commerce – follows this exact line of action. It rewards 

young entrepreneurs’ projects and helps our companies to develop, implement 

themselves, and succeed in the American market. I can only praise such an 

initiative.  

 

Dear Friends, 

 



We still don’t know who the winner is tonight, but I would like to thank all four 

finalist teams: Charles du Jeu, Axel Adida and Alban Sauvanet for their 

AJAXPLORER project; Julien Legeard who is presenting Esperanto; Melchior 

Shöller, Felix Winckler and Etienne Adriaenssen for Poutsch; and Charles 

Brunold for his project Louis. You all came up with brilliant ways of exploiting 

and applying the latest technologies to innovative commercial ideas. Arriving to 

this final stage of the competition demonstrates your talent and will to succeed. 

We can only encourage you to advance even further on this path.  

 

The jury has a very difficult choice to make: all four projects are of top quality, 

matching up to the valuable award soon to be granted. Indeed, beyond the 

$10,000 prize, the winning team will also benefit from an entire year of support 

and advice provided by experienced entrepreneurs. I wish you the best of luck, 

and may all your projects succeed.  

 

Without further delay, I hand over the floor to Emmanuelle Cargill, President of 

Club 600, and hope you have an excellent evening.  


