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Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Dear friends, 
 
It is a great pleasure for me to welcome you this evening at the Consulate for our 
Lecture of the American Friends of the Louvre, which will be followed by a reception.  
 
I would like to begin by thanking Christopher Forbes, President of the Association, 
and Sue Devine. The ties between the Consulate and the Louvre along with its 
American friends, have benefitted – and I am convinced will continue to benefit – 
from a fruitful collaboration with you, Sue.  
 
I would also wish to pay a tribute to the Association’s work. For almost ten years, 
“American Friends of the Louvre” constitutes a pillar and an essential intermediary in 
transmitting and diffusing the reputation of our top national museum amidst the 
American public. The Louvre is indeed the most popular French museum among 
American tourists, with almost one million annual visitors from the United States (out 
of a yearly total of 8.5 million visitors).  
 
We owe you much for this wonderful success, thanks mainly to your initiatives in 
making the museum more accessible to English speakers; to your funding of projects 
of renovation and restoration; to the organization of mutual exhibitions in 
collaboration with important American museums, and to the exchange programs 
between Le Louvre professionals and their homologues over here.  
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I am also delighted to welcome again Henri Loyrette. I say again because I had the 
pleasure to welcome you last October for a very successful breakfast.  
 
Let me just present you briefly. I’d like to recall that you directed the Musée d’Orsay 
before directing the Louvre. You are a specialist of 19th century French painting, 
more specifically of impressionism. You are a renown historian of Degas but also of 
Gustave Eiffel. You are a known music lover with eclectic tastes as well as a violinist 
and a singer. You were the youngest member of the Académie des Beaux Arts. 



 
At the head of the Louvre since 2001, you have made the internationalization of the 
most famous of French museums one of your main priorities. Thanks to a policy of 
dynamic partnerships and the organization of numerous exhibits abroad, the Louvre 
has become, under your direction one of the most influential and innovative agents of 
our cultural diplomacy. 
 
Before turning over the floor to you, I wish you all an excellent evening./. 
 


