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Consul General (Philippe Lalliot),
Ladies and Gentlemen the Councilors of the Assembly of French National Abroad,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Dear Friends,

What a pleasure to be in New York again! What a pleasure to be among you, and thank you 
for being so many attending tonight!

I wished to meet you upon my arrival in order to present my mission to you, and to hear, from 
you, of your preoccupations and your ambitions. 

What is important, I believe, is the direct contact with the actual realities you are facing. 

Throughout this visit to the United States, I wish to get to know the French Community, its 
talents and successes, and to benefit from its experience, apprehend its diversity, and to better 
understand its problems. 

During the past two days I was in Washington and in Boston. At the end of this week – in 
New Orleans and Houston. 

But I wanted to give a special emphasis to my visit in New York, which has the largest 
community. 

I wished to visit the Lycée Français, the New York French American Charter School, as well 
as the Maison Française at the University of Columbia, in order to discuss about Education 
and higher studies with them. 

In order to better understand the situation in which our companies find themselves, especially 
in this difficult financial context, I will be have a business lunch with the French-American 
Chamber of Commerce, meeting on Thursday with the Councilors of the Foreign Commerce. 

As you may understand, I want to put the stress on two major themes for my first official visit 
to the United States: Education and Economy. 

These are two biggest challenges we must face and commit our country’s future to. 



In these two essential fields, the French Community in New York has proved itself through its 
beaming and dynamism. 

It is, of course, a commonplace to praise the vitality and endless creativity of New York, a 
meeting point for worldwide talents. 

New York, I know, is also a very demanding city, as fascinating as it is harassing, and requires 
constant and renewing innovation, as well as great energy. 

You, the French of New York and of its region, you measure up to the city’s reputation, and by 
doing so you honor our country. 

Your personal success proves and demonstrates French excellence abroad. 

Many of you have been living here for 10, 20, 30 years, and have already established the base 
of your success. 

Others represent a younger generation: students, young researches, French companies which 
only recently arrived, and that will all, I am sure of it, dream of equalling and even surpassing 
your predecessors. 

Everywhere, the French Community of expats shows the same image of a France that desires 
success, that does not fear confronting Globalizations, that knows how to benefit from it: a 
France that knows it must adapt itself in order to maintain its international position and place. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

This position, this place, or to put in other words, our collective capacity to influence the 
world, widely depends on our Education system.

Here in New York, I have already seen, and wish to see again, the schools which successfully 
combined Education “à la française”, and the best of American pedagogy. 

All the French teaching establishments here, both private and public, from pre-school to high 
school, - all these institutions enjoy an outstanding success, which testifies to the high quality 
of our teachers, the thirst for our teaching methods, and of our attractiveness in a globalized 
world. 

I am delighted with the flourishing of initiatives in this domain. 

I am also delighter with the vitality of the Maison Françaises of Columbia and of NYU, which 
do not only fulfill the role of teaching the French language, culture and history, but are also 
places of encounters and exchanges, a “house” for all those who live our country. 

The same goes for cultural institutions, the Cultural Services of the Embassy of course, but 
also the Alliance Française, which ensures tirelessly the promotion of our cultures in all its 
dimensions – from the most classic features, to its most recent. 



The success of their events among the public and the media, prove the vivid interest, if not to 
say fascination, of the American public with French culture. 

For the enthusiasm France represents in the U.S., I would like to see the dynamism of the 
French American Foundation and the French Heritage Society as proof. 

Along with many others, these institutions of our bilateral relations nourish the French-
American Friendship, a friendship which the French President recalled in Cannes, with 
President Obama, qualifying it as “unfailing and indestructible”. 

France is, of course, its culture.

We are expected to exhibit this fact, especially here in the United States, and we have here an 
asset we must make the most of. 

But France, as you know, is also many other things, not as spontaneously associated with it, 
that me must however sell with even more enthusiasm. 

Infrastructures, renewable energies and sustainable development, nuclear engineering, 
aeronautics, pharmaceutical industries, information technologies, biotechnologies – to 
mention only a few of the so many specialized sectors where French expertise is shown 
among the most performing, and where French companies are among the best in the world. 

To rest on our laurels would be a great error, for, as you know better than anyone, nothing is 
gained forever. 

That is why the French President wished 35 billion Euros would be consecrate to future 
investment in the promoting France’s place in the leading point of innovation. 

In order to prepare the future, these 35 billions will go mainly to higher education, continuing 
professional studies and research, to industrial fields as well as small and medium businesses 
of Aeronautics, automobile, railway fields, and to naval construction, sustainable development 
and digital technologies. 

What I came here to do, with your help, is also promote this France and to seek counseling 
from you in order to better export our products, so that our companies will increase their parts 
of the market, and to privilege American investments in France as well as French ones in the 
U.S.

From this point of view, I acknowledge and praise the activity of the Councilors of Foreign 
Commerce in North America, and most particularly underline the importance of our small and 
medium business for their annual symposium. 

Dear Friends, 

Since 2008, we are going through a rough period in which crisis follows crisis. Financial 
crisis, economic crisis, budgetary crisis, none spared either Europe or the United States. 



In such circumstances, both our countries must show the same level of determination. 

We must be cold blooded, show responsibility, but also manifest justice and solidarity. 

This falls in the line of the French President’s action, which hides nothing from the French of 
the challenges we must overcome and of the efforts we must take. 

You all represent a France which, far from the frequent rough clichés, adapts itself to the 
current world and reforms itself in order to best go forward. 

Together, we must pursue our efforts in order to improve the attractiveness of our countries, 
boost of our economy, create jobs and return to a sustainable growth. 

Today, in one word, I would like to go against the current of discourse presenting France as a 
State on the decline. 

On the contrary, during the last years, France was presented at leading roles on fronts of all 
crises, worldwide. 

For a year now, and for several more weeks, we are leading the G8 and G20 with an 
ambitious program, combining the best financial regulation, the fight against rising prices of 
basic products, strengthening the social dimension of Globalization, fight against corruption 
and development aid. 

Together with Germany, we are the spearhead of Europe in defending the Euro. 

On the international level, liberating Libya is a great success of the French President, along 
with the British and American leaders. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We should be proud to be French. Neither with arrogance nor with a false sense of modesty, 
honestly acknowledging the difficulties we are facing yet not giving in to despair – we are 
resolutely facing the future.

Dear Friends,

I would like to conclude with next year’s elections: the Presidential and the Legislative ones 
that will follow. 

For the first time in the history of the French Republic, you, our two million French Nationals 
Abroad, will be able to elect 11 deputies. 

This is the realization of one of the Campaign promises made by the French President. 

It is the answer to a legitimate democratic aspiration. 

Organizing these elections is a challenge to all our diplomatic and consular services 
throughout the world. 



All our teams join in the effort of assuring their procedure. 

If we wish for these elections to be successful, all of you must vote, and for that you must 
register on the consular voting lists. You must do so before December 31st. 

I count on you to vote and show a Republican and civic spirit. 

Thus doing, these new deputies would effectively become the speakers and representatives of 
the largest number of people. 

Your participation will be the symbol of a living democracy which many other envy, and will 
live up to image of France in the world. 

By voting, you will also send a message to the Nation: you will fully and consciously declare 
you are part of this beautiful and great ensemble our national collectivity amounts to, of this  
beautiful and great ensemble that is the French People. 

Thank you for all you are doing for France.

Vive la Republic, vive la France!


