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Ladies and Gentlemen,
Dear Friends,

We are gathered here again, as we do each year, to commemorate the 9/11 attacks. 
Today, this moment of remembrance takes on a different dimension: a whole decade 
has passed since the tragic events that we all – French and American alike – hold to 
this day in our spirits and in our hearts.

Today, France and this Consulate wish to simply pay a tribute to the innocent people 
who perished that morning, ten years ago to the date. Our thoughts are with those 
who are no longer here to share these moments with us, those who became the 
victims to the murderous madness of a small group of fanatics. 

Our thoughts are also with their families, who were invited today to Ground Zero, and 
some of whom are with us. We also salute the bravery of the firemen, the policemen 
and the rescue teams who risked their lives trying to help and save the victims. Their 
dedication, the remarkable job they have done and continue to do in the service of 
the safety of their fellow citizens, deserve our admiration and our gratitude. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We all justly agree that there is a “before” and an “after” 9/11.

New Yorkers can feel it every day, both physically at Ground Zero, and through the 
ongoing and vivid memory of that dreadful day. I myself was in an airplane between 
Washington and Boston, flying over Manhattan right after the collapse of the first 
Tower. Today I still feel, like all of you I believe, the same sadness and the same 
anger that I felt on that day, the same admiration, too, for the dignity and courage 
New Yorkers demonstrated during those tragic moments. 

On September 11, 2001, the French woke up, chocked, to the images that came from 
the United States. As a major French newspaper stated: on that day “we were all 
Americans”. For the first and only time in French history, a foreign anthem, the Star 
Spangled-Banner, was played at the Elysée Palace. 



This solidarity which exists between our people – so often manifested throughout our 
common history – was proven once again by the delivery of the Collection of French 
children’s paintings and of testimonies of friendship, collected by the Memorial de 
Caen since the attacks of 2001, and handed out– right here, only 5 days ago, – to the 
National  September  11  Memorial  and  Museum.  Ten years  after  the  tragedy,  this 
solidarity is as strong as it has always been. 

9/11 also represents a symbol that was attacked and values – those of Liberty and 
Democracy – that were aimed at as targets. These values are shared by both our 
people. They are the foundation of both our Nations. They are inscribed at the head 
of both our Constitutions. These rights are also universal and inalienable. No one can 
be deprived of them against his or her own will. 

We, French and American, take pride in defending those values wherever they are 
threatened. In saying this we think, of course, of Afghanistan and Libya, where our  
troops are fighting and risking their lives shoulder to shoulder. We must keep holding 
on, together, to this ideal of Liberty; by doing so, we will honor the memory of the 
victims of the attacks of September 11. 

As a tribute to their memory, I ask you to please rise for a minute of silence.

Dear Friends,

This  year,  we have  the  pleasure  of  welcoming  Eric  Blanchard  for  our  traditional 
September 11 concert. 

At 36 years  of age, Eric is one of the finest French pianists and composers of his 
generation: he has represented France at the UNESCO International Competition for 
Young Pianists, where he won the First Prize of Excellence and the Special Prize of 
the Jury.  His performance today will  consist  of  pieces by Mozart,  Beethoven and 
Satie, as well as several of his own compositions, one of which he wrote especially 
as a tribute to the victims. 

These few musical moments will be, for us all, a way of paying a tribute to the victims 
of 9/11, and also of celebrating the resilience demonstrated by the New Yorkers, who 
managed to maintain the vibrancy of their exceptional city – an example to the whole 
world and to all humanity. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, please welcome Mr. Eric Blanchard./.
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