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Ladies and Gentlemen,
Dear Friends,

I am delighted to welcome you once again to the Consulate. The previous time we 
gathered here was last spring, and I hope we will maintain this tradition of gathering 
here twice a year. 

First,  I  would like to speak today of the French presence in New York and  in the 
region. Last week we had Edouard Courtial with us as part of his visit to the United 
States – for New York represents by far the largest French community in this country 
(70 000 people and growing). I believe he was very impressed by the diversity and 
the richness of this community, from which there is much to learn. 

Many French and French-American institutions are keeping this community vibrant 
and thriving, and by doing so, nurture the relations between our two countries. These 
are not only the State Services, which are there to serve you, but also the numerous 
private,  professional  and cultural  institutions  and associations  of  mutual  aid.  The 
AAGEF is a wonderful example for this and I can only praise its work and its dynamic 
President, my friend Anne de Louvigny Stone. 

Last spring,  I  spoke to you about  a day-by-day calendar  of  every French-related 
event in New York, a project which will allow for better visibility of France in New York 
and for better coordination among all the institutions I just mentioned. 

I am glad to say the promise is kept: next January a new website will be launched, 
entitled “My France in New York”. On this site  regularly updated  you may find the 
news and events of all of these institutions. You will have immediate access to the 
calendar  of  receptions,  conferences, exhibitions, films and meetings organized by 
these institutions, and notably by the AAGEF, which will be, I hope, one of the main 
contributors to this collective calendar. 
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Dear Friends,

The second subject I wish to talk to you about also involves your participation, but on 
a whole different level. You all know next year you will be able to vote in two election  
campaigns, the Presidential elections on April 21 and May 5, and, for the first time,  
elections for your Députés à l’Assemblée nationale on June 2 and 16, as French 
Nationals living abroad. 

The Consulate is already fully working in preparation for  these two deadlines for 
several months now. The first thing one must do is register as voter on the voting list. 
If this has not yet been done – and I have in mind those of you who recently arrived 
to New York – you have until December 31st to register at the Consulate, either by 
coming here in person, or via mail. 

I wish for these elections to proceed smoothly, and stand as proof for our Republican 
commitment  to our  country.  The whole consular  team is at  your  disposal  for  any 
questions you may have. 

Je souhaite à toutes et à tous une excellente soirée./.
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