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Ladies and Gentlemen,
Dear Friends,

This is the third year we organize an evening at the Consulate to celebrate the Black 
History Month, and to hold a fundraising event for Harlem Academy. I thank you all 
for being here tonight. 

I am not the only host of this reception. I would like to thank the Host Committee 
which helped us organize it: Ron Agam, Bruno Bich, David B. Peterson, Betty  and 
Philippe Camus, Frédéric de Narp, Frédéric Rozé, George Sape and Timothy Speiss. 
Three of  them are managers  of  the BIC,  Harry Winston and L’Oreal  companies, 
which are already important  partners of  Harlem Academy. Thank you all  for  your 
generosity, friendship and dedication. 

Dear Friends,

I  became  acquainted  with  Harlem  Academy  three  years  ago,  and  I  am  always 
impressed by this school. Impressed by the students’ results, of course, but also by 
much more: its teaching methods and its philosophy. It was no accident  The New 
York Times named Harlem Academy the Gold Prize Winner at their 2011 Nonprofit 
Excellence Awards, the first school ever to achieve this distinction. This prize rewards 
the dynamism, dedication and work of Vincent Dotoli and his team

It has been indeed eight years now that Harlem Academy provides the opportunity – 
to more than a hundred students, all accepted on the only criteria of merit – to benefit 
from top quality education. At Harlem Academy, they receive values of integrity and 
solidarity,  effort  and  respect  for  others.  They  learn  how  to  give  the  best  of 
themselves. They are taught there are ever wider horizons and that they can thrive 
well beyond their imagination. 



Thanks  to  Harlem  Academy,  these  children  are  oriented,  given  advice  and 
encouraged. Thanks to Harlem Academy, they will be able to apply to the best high 
schools. Their future is being built at the moment, and we can help this community of  
children, teachers and parents, to succeed in the endeavor. 

We all know how crucial the years of education are. Every one of us remembers a 
teacher who has left his or her mark upon us. We have become who we are in great 
part thanks to those who educated and trained us. This is the reason why I believce 
we must work towards a world where every child, whatever his or her background, 
can  receive  the  best  education  possible.  This,  ultimately,  is  Harlem  Academy’s 
raison-d’être. It is what makes it such a special school, so worthy of our support. 

One last word of gratitude to our donors and sponsors, without whom none of this 
would  have  been  possible.  I  cannot  name  them  all,  but  they  all  appear  in  the 
brochure you were handed. This year, the auction is held under the banner of wines 
and champagne, and not just any wine or champagne. George Sape accepted to be 
our auctioneer. He changed his schedule in order to be with us tonight. Thank you, 
George, for your commitment. 

I  wish to remind you the entire sum raised this evening will  go directly to Harlem 
Academy, and invite you to place generous bids. I will now hand over the floor to 
Vincent Dotoli, and wish you all an excellent evening. 
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