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Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Dear Friends,

I am very glad to welcome you all to the Consulate tonight for this 27 th edition of our 
Conferences@934.

There is no need to recall the tragic circumstances of the massacre of March 19. We 
were all  horrified and we all  shared feelings of  solidarity  with  the families of  the 
victims. The reaction in France was immediate and unanimous: profound grief and 
revulsion  towards  actions  so  opposed  to  the  most  fundamental  principles  of  the 
French Republic: Fraternity and Tolerance. 

The killings of Toulouse, as well as those of Montauban a week before, have raised 
many questions inside the Jewish community, in France of course, but also here, in 
the United States. Questions, mainly on the manner in which we are to fight racism, 
anti-Semitism and terrorism, and on how to better manage the dialog between the 
different communities in our democratic societies, which are, by definition, free. 

In order to discuss these questions, we are fortunate  tonight to have with us two 
leaders of Jewish organizations, one in France, the other in the United States. 

I  would  first  of  all  like  to  thank Richard  Prasquier.  I  shall  not  present  his  entire 
biography, which you may find attached to the invitation. A few words, however, to 
point out that this is the second time already that you participate in our Conferences. 

Since 2007 you have been the President of the Representative Council of French 
Jewish  Institutions  (CRIF),  which  regroups  more  than  62  French  Jewish 
organizations. You are, in a way, the voice of the Jewish community in France. You 
are particularly known for being a fervent advocate of Human Rights,  of the fight 
against intolerance, of finding a peaceful agreement to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
and of maintaining a dialogue among the different religions. 



I would also like to thank and welcome Malcolm Hoenlein. Once again, I will not cite 
your  entire,  most  impressive career.  Needless to  say you are a highly esteemed 
figure in the American Jewish community and beyond. 

You  are  the  Executive  Vice  Chairman  of  the  Conference  of  Presidents  of  major 
American  Jewish  organizations,  which  is  the  coordinating  body  for  52  American 
Jewish organizations. You have also been the founder and Executive Director of the 
Jewish Community Relations Council of Greater New York and of the Greater New 
York Conference on Soviet Jewry. Furthermore, you are active in several educational 
and civic organizations, as well as in the America-Israel Chamber of Commerce and 
the Council on Foreign Relations. 

One last word of utmost importance. You all know we are in the midst of both rounds 
of the French Presidential  elections. We are committed here, at the Consulate, to 
strict political neutrality. I would thus be thankful for making no comment which might  
be interpreted as partisan to  any side,  or  as  interfering  with  the  current  political 
campaign. 

As usual, the discussion between our two speakers will be followed by a half-hour  
session of Q&A. We shall  finish this part  of the evening at about  7:45 p.m.,  and 
continue the conversation over a drink. With no further delays, I hand over the floor to 
Richard Prasquier, and wish you all a wonderful evening./. 
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