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Ladies and gentlemen, 
Dear friends, 
 
It is with great pleasure that I welcome you this evening at the Consulate for our 16th 
session of Conferences@934. Let me remind that you may find the program of the 
conferences on the Consulate’s website, along with the pictures, the video, and the 
audio recordings of these evenings. I also invite you to subscribe to our Facebook 
page in order to be informed of further meetings.  
 
Our last month’s conference dealt with 3-D technologies and Egyptology. It was a 
little out of the ordinary but was nevertheless a great success. This evening’s 
conference is about Jean-François Clervoy. I am sure it will be just as fascinating.  
 
There is indeed no better time to have such a conference as we all wait for the 
launch of Endeavour and the beginning of its mission to the International Space 
Station. On a more general note, we all recall Neil Armstrong’s first step on the moon. 
We have also watched Apollo 13 and The Right Stuff. So many moments, images 
and memories, which made up a legend and a real fascination for space exploration. 
This legend was formed through successes, difficulties, controversies as well – 
especially on the usefulness of man-held spaceflights, – and, finally, through 
announcements, even very recent ones, such as President Obama’s to NASA, 
stating the objective of putting a man in orbit around Mars by 2030.  
 
We are lucky to have Jean-François Clervoy with us today, to talk about all this. Allow 
me a short presentation of his impressive career.  
 
You were trained in the most prestigious French schools: Saint-Cyr, l’Ecole 
Polytechnique, and finally Sup’aéro. In August 1992 you took leave of the European 
Space Agency in order to participate in missions at the NASA Johnson Space Center 
in Houston. The honorary distinctions speak for themselves: you received three 
“NASA Space Flight” medals, and two “NASA Exceptional Service” Medals; you are 
also an officer of the Legion of Honor, and a Knight of the National Order of Merit.  
 
But the most fascinating part of your résumé – and this is the reason why we are 
here tonight – is, of course, the many space missions you participated in. I will not go 
into detail about your missions, but I would like to mention your two Atlantis-shuttle 
flights, and a third one on board Discovery. You have spent a total of 675 hours in 
space, which is a fascinating fact for the common human being, beginning with 
myself! You are also the author of the book Histoire(s) d’Espace, which recounts your 
third mission to the Hubble Space Telescope.  
 



You will explain to us what it means to be an astronaut, how a space mission is 
prepared for and how it proceeds. You have agreed to answer some questions as 
well. I propose we adjourn our session around 7:45 in order to enjoy a drink together.  
 
Before I hand the microphone over to you, I would like to thank the General 
Delegation of the Alliance Française, together with Novespace and the European 
Space Agency for their helps in organizing this conference. 
 
I will now let our guest take the floor. Bonne soirée à toutes et à tous./.  


