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Ladies and Gentlemen,
Dear Friends,

It is a great pleasure to have you here tonight at the French Consulate. I shall only 
give a brief introduction, as we have three much more interesting speakers who will  
present the wines we are about to drink tonight. 

First, I would like to thank Richard Fitzburgh whose idea it was to organize today’s 
cocktail and dinner. To those of you who are here for the first time I wish you a warm 
welcome. To the regulars as well but they already know this house is theirs. 

Our mission at the Consulate is to promote the relations between France and the 
United States. Please allow me to do a little bragging here! Don’t worry. I shall not 
enumerate  all  our  activities,  but  will  mention  two  of  last-year’s  figures:  we  have 
organized almost 300 events at the Consulate and hosted 14,000 guests. 

Among  our  activities  is  a  series  of  monthly  conferences  on  issues  involving 
international  relations.  As  part  of  this  series,  we  will  be  hosting  the  French 
Ambassador,  François  Delattre,  and Michael  Oreskes,  Senior  Managing Editor  at 
Associated Press, on November 30th, for a discussion on transatlantic relations. If it’s 
not already sold out, you are most welcome. If it’s sold out, you can try the next one  
in  December  about  French  Gastronomy  with  Adam  Gopnik.  You  may  find  the 
program of these “Conference@934”, on the Consulate’s website. 

A few words on wine, for it is tonight’s theme. Since my arrival to New York, I have 
wanted to put greater emphasis on wine- and Champagne-related events. Not only 
for obvious reasons of personal pleasure, but also for mixing business with pleasure. 
If we were to give only three examples: we hold an annual dinner each September  
dedicated to the Commanderie de Bordeaux. Every January we host the competition 
“20 sur vin” organized by the Commanderie du Bontemps, de Medoc, de Graves, de  
Sauternes et de Barsac. Last example: our launching, together with Renaud Dutreil 
and Laurent Boidevezi, of a series of Dom Perignon breakfasts at the Consulate, 
focusing each time on a different business, cultural or political French figure. 



It is not a coincidence that you find yourselves here tonight, in this house of France, 
for an evening dedicated to the best Bordeaux wines and Dom Perignon champagne. 
Wine is the image of France. It is the best ambassador of France’s savoir-faire, of its 
traditions and of its heritage. It is an integral part of the culture and the economy of 
my country. 

There are, by the way, only a few products as directly associated to France. For 
many of you, it is through wine that you have discovered France and that you have 
come to appreciate it for what else it can offer. Let’s go tonight for a short trip to my 
country. I am sure it wil be a great evening combining the best wines, the best food 
and the best company.

Before I hand over the microphone to Trent Fraser of LVMH America, je souhaite à 
toutes et à tous une excellente soirée./.


