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Ladies and Gentlemen,
Dear Friends,

It is a great pleasure to welcome you all to the Consulate. I would like to remind you  
that we have a silent auction tonight and that the proceeds raised will  be entirely 
dedicated to charities for children. 

As some of you know, I am not only the Consul General of France but also the father 
to three young children, and the cause you are defending can only receive my most 
vivid  support.  We are  all  solicited  to  participate  in  fundraising  events  for  various 
initiatives. They all have their raison-d’être. But I am absolutely convinced there are 
no greater initiatives than those dedicated to the benefit of children. 

The  children’s  situation  in  the  United  States  and  in  France  is  generally  not  as 
dramatic as it is in far too many places in the world. However, there remain children 
both here and in France, who do not enjoy the kind of existence they are entitled to. 

The current economic crisis strikes first and foremost the most fragile among us. Just 
a glance at the poverty rate will show us that a growing number of families today find 
it hard to make ends meet. Your work, thanks to your association’s volunteers and 
the generosity of your sponsors is thus all the more precious. 

The programs you finance  put an accent on improving the health and educational 
conditions of the children, and on preventing abuse. Thanks to you, Harlem children 
for example can go to summer camps. Poor families can benefit from aid and advice.  
In France, you participate in Child Sponsorship programs for children coming from 
difficult backgrounds. At the Société de Charité Maternelle de Paris you had financed 
the construction of a therapeutic swimming pool, as well as a neonatal unit, among 
many other actions. 

I would like to make two remarks, which are essential to donors. First, you  do not 
only give generously – you also closely monitor the use made of the funds you raise, 
in order to make sure it is the children who primarily benefit from your help. Second, 
all the association’s profits are given to the charity activities you are financing. 



Dear Friends,

For more than 70 years, your devotion has been an example to us all. You are also 
the incarnation of the beautiful solidarity initiatives that are at the foundation of the 
friendship between our two countries. I wish to deeply thank all the volunteers, and in 
particular the association’s President, Imssy Klebe, for your admirable work. 

Be assured you have the full support, of mine and of the entire Consulate. 

Before I hand over the mike to Imsse, je souhaite à toutes et à tous une excellente 
soirée./.


