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Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Dear Friends, 
 
I would have liked to launch the David Gritz Memorial Scholarship under different 
circumstances. 
 
I would like to start by reading you solemnly what the French President, Nicolas 
Srakozy, said today in Toulouse: 
 
“Today is a day of national tragedy – because children have been murdered in cold 
blood, because a killer entered a school, a Jewish school. The entire national 
community is devastated by this tragedy. 
 
Jewish schools and Muslim schools, along with places of worship in Toulouse and in 
the region, will be closely monitored, and soldiers have been put to high alert. We 
must do everything in our hands to arrest and bring the killer to justice.  
 
Barbarism, brutality, cruelty shall not prevail. Hatred cannot win. The French Republic 
is much stronger than all that.  
 
I ask each of you for remembrance, grief, solidarity with the victims, calm, and 
confidence in the Institutions of the Republic in finding the person who committed 
these crimes.  
 
A minute of silence will be held tomorrow in honor of this school’s children, in all the 
schools throughout France. These are our children; they are not just your children, 
they are ours.” 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Ten years ago, on July 31, 2002, the 24-year-old French-American student, David 
Gritz, died in a bomb explosion that killed 9 people at the cafeteria on the Hebrew 
University campus in Jerusalem.  
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David was above all an open-minded citizen of the world. The scholarship created in 
his name by the US Sciences-Po Foundation pays tribute to this young man abound 
with curiosity, a violinist and accomplished musician, who was passionate about 
philosophical and political questions and who was convinced that a dialog between 
different peoples, civilizations and religions is not only possible, but also necessary.  
 
I wish to thank Noam Ohana, who did everything in his power to make sure this 
scholarship is created thanks to the US Sciences-Po Foundation. It will be attributed 
not only to the best Israeli universities students in order to help them pursue their 
studies at Sciences-Po, but also to those who will have demonstrated the same 
qualities David possessed: curiosity, tolerance and cosmopolitism.  
 
Today more than ever, we know that the key to a better understanding among the 
people goes through the education provided to the younger generations, and that 
there is no better training for a student, than that of a term abroad. I am convinced 
the students who will benefit from the David Gritz scholarship will help us make our 
world a better, more stable and more harmonious place in the future.  
 
Ten years afterward, blood of innocent victims is shed once again, the blood of 
children, whose entire lives lay before them. These crimes painfully remind us we 
must remain vigilant. The reactions throughout France this morning reveal a 
unanimous feeling of horror and indignation. This scholarship is the exact opposite: 
friendship as opposed to hatred, intelligence to stupidity, dialog vs. brutality, 
knowledge against ignorance. I wish with all my heart David Gritz will stand as an 
example for us all.  
 
I shall ask you to stand for a minute of silence, in memory of the victims assassinated 
today in Toulouse.  
 
I now hand over the floor to Guillaume Courteilhas./. 
 
 


