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Ladies and Gentlemen,  
Mon cher Ron, 
 
I would like first to welcome you all to the Consulate tonight for this very special 
event. It has been a long time that I have wanted to organize this soiree in order to 
thank you Ron for offering the Consulate the splendid work of art we are about to 
unveil. Here we are, finally, gathered to honor this friendly gesture by a ceremony it 
greatly deserves.  
 
Dear Ron, You are first and foremost a personal friend.  
 
You are one of the first people I met when I arrived to New York a little over two 
years ago. Everyone in Paris, or almost everyone, beginning with the President’s 
diplomatic advisor, Jean-David Lévitte, had recommended I meet with you early on. I 
could not have dreamed of a warmer welcome.  
 
Since then, you were always there whenever I was in need for your help or your 
advice. Just recently, for instance, you have accepted, with no hesitation, to help me 
in building a program dedicated to Art for a marvelous school in Harlem, Harlem 
Academy. My gratitude goes first to your faithfulness.  
 
Dear Ron, You are also a fervent supporter of the French-American friendship. 
 
You were born in Paris, where you have spent part of your childhood. You go back 
often to take photos and paint the city which is so dear to you. You will all see that 
the piece of art you donated to the Consulate has a direct link with Paris and the 
Seine River, and it now greets every person who enters this house.  
 
Yet you live in New York. You organized your first exhibition here, at the Magidson 
Fine Art Gallery in Manhattan. It is in this city that you took in the pain of the New 
Yorkers, on the day of the attacks of 9/11.  
 
To make a long story short, between Paris and New York, you incarnate the 
friendship that unites France and the United States for such a long time. This is one 
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of the reasons why the French Republic bestowed upon you a few months ago the 
prestigious insignia of Chevalier of the Legion of Honor.  
 
- Dear Ron, last but not least, you are an exceptional artist. 
 
One of the most talented, skillful and creative I know. Your latest exhibition was a 
huge success, and justly so. A lot of people were able to discover and enjoy the 
diversity and the beauty of your art. Personally, the more I dwell upon your work, the 
more fascinating, stimulating, enlightening, I find it, the more I love it! 
 
In a nutshell, it is a great pleasure and a great honor to have you, the artist whose 
fame and recognition cross boundaries, as a friend of France and as a personal 
friend.  
 
Thank you all for coming tonight and sharing this moment of friendship. We will first 
unveil the painting and then go upstairs for a drink./. 
 


