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Ladies and Gentlemen,
Dear Friends,

It is a great pleasure for me to have you here this evening at the Consulate General  
of  France,  for  the  ceremony  of  the  “Fraternal  Friendship”  Collection’s  official 
donation, and for the reception that will follow. 

First and foremost, I want to warmly thank Philippe Duron, député-maire de Caen, 
and Stéphane Grimaldi, the Director of the Mémorial de Caen. I would also like to 
praise  François-Régis  Hutin,  President  and  CEO  of  Ouest-France,  and  Alain 
Carretero, Director of France Bleu Basse-Normandie for their joint efforts and their 
generosity. This moving initiative could not have taken place without them. 

It  is not only a pleasure, but  also an honor,  to host this ceremony which is both 
solemn  and  warm-hearted.  Solemn,  because  4000  documents  gathered  by 
the Mémorial  de Caen are officially  handed over  today to  those in  charge of  the 
National September 11 Memorial and Museum. This is a moment which – from every 
point of view – closes a “historic” decade, and constitutes a new and important date 
in the long history of French-American friendship. 

A  warm-hearted  ceremony  as  well,  since,  among  these  documents,  lay  many 
children’s drawings,  testimonies of friendship,  gestures  of generosity,  hundreds of 
anonymous  and  signed  messages  –  which  all  show  the  intense  movement  of 
solidarity and of sympathy that swept the French of all ages, origins and convictions 
after 09/11, and drove them to express their solidarity with the victims, and with all 
the American people. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

In a few days, the city of New York and the United States, as well as millions of 
people  all  over  the  world,  will  commemorate  a  very  sad  anniversary.  Ten  years 
already, have passed since this horrible moments during which the Towers of the 
World Trade Center collapsed before our eyes. These terrible images – we can all 
still see them vividly – just as the horrors of the Second World War are engraved in 
our memory and the history of almost each French family. 



The thousands of documents given today to the National September 11 Memorial are 
another testimony to the long lasting and unbreakable friendship that ties France and 
the United States. Since their beginning, both nations and both people were always 
on each other’s side when the essential was at stake. 67 years after the Normandy 
Landings and the American participation in France’s Liberation, we still  remember 
what we owe to America and the Americans, and we always will. 

“Fraternal Friendship”: this Collection justly holds its name, for it is, indeed, a feeling 
of  Fraternity  that  unites  our  countries,  a  connection  shaped  by  History  and  by 
common values. I wish for younger generations to continue to maintain and to be 
inspired by this force, this enthusiasm, this friendship, that exists between our people. 

I now hand over the microphone to François-Régis Hutin./.


