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Ladies and Gentlemen,
Dear Friends,

I would like to begin by wishing you a warm welcome to the Consulate tonight, and to 
particularly thank Omar Khan, as the author of this dinner. I appreciate his friendship, 
his leadership, his taste in culture, especially the culinary culture of my country, and 
his great knowledge of our wines. 

The last time we met was for a tasting of a Porto wine from 1963, – a violation of the 
rule according to which I only eat and drink French, – but it was an exceptional Porto, 
pulled deliberately out of his cellar, and accompanied by several cheeses: as we say 
in French, Omar sait vivre!

I had the pleasure to speak with my good friend, Philippine de Rothschild, on the 
phone  this  morning. She  was  charming,  cheerful  and  generous  as  always.  She 
regrets not being able to be with us tonight, but sends her regards to all of you, and  
wishes us an excellent dinner. I told her that with these marvelous wines of hers, it 
could not be otherwise. 

Dear Friends,

It is a most special honor for me to be inducted in such a venerable organization:  
more than 7 centuries  of  existence,  which  only  the French Revolution  had been 
capable of putting on hold, before the Chaîne was reborn from the ashes, in 1950. 

Many organizations promote French wines, some of which are very prestigious, such 
as the  Commanderie de Bordeaux and the  Chevaliers du Tastevin, both of which I 
am privileged to be a member; but there are many less which advance Gastronomy 
in itself.

This gastronomy is, however, a national treasure, as France almost turns it into a 
religion. It is no coincidence the “Gastronomic Meal of the French” is, to this day, the 
first and only to be enlisted by UNESCO as an integral part of the Intangible Cultural  
Heritage of Humanity. 



It is no coincidence either, that we decided to create a Gastronomic Festival, to take 
place every September 23rd, as we had begun the Music Festival some 30 years ago, 
every June 21st. Its first edition in France, last year, was a great success. This year 
we began by trying to extend it to Shanghai and New York. I will keep you posted of 
course of the events we will be organizing here. 

Dear Friends,

According to the UNESCO decision, a  French gastronomic meal “is a festive meal 
bringing people together for an occasion to enjoy the art of good eating and drinking,  
which  includes the careful  selection of  dishes,  the  pairing  of  food with  wine,  the 
setting of a beautiful table. Finally, individuals called gastronomes who possess deep 
knowledge of the tradition and preserve its memory watch over the living practice of 
the rites, thus contributing to their oral and/or written transmission, in particular to 
younger generations.” 

There, I  believe, all  is said,  and the  Chaîne des Rôtisseurs’ mission has perhaps 
never  been so  well  defined.  Nevertheless,  I  think  it  does  lack  a  word,  one very 
important word: pleasure. A gourmet is also a gourmand. Gastronomy is certainly a 
very serious matter: Vatel committed suicide when the delivery of his order for fish did 
not arrive to Chantilly on time for the dinner the Prince of Condé decided to prepare 
in honor of Louis XIV. 

But gastronomy is also, and mainly, a source for pleasure, rendered by the special 
dishes  and  wines,  and  through  the  people  who  attend.  To  cite  another  famous 
epicure, Brillat-Savarin: “The table is the only place where one is never bored during 
the first hour.” 

I  am  sure  tonight’s  dinner  will  meet  our  high  expectations.  Christian  Delouvrier, 
Stéphane Verdille, the Consulate’s Chef, and the Maître D’, Xavier Thibaud, all saw 
to it. 

I am very glad to host this exceptional dinner at the Consulate General of France. I  
would like to thank Omar again for organizing it and for  proposing to set it at my 
place. My pleasure is twofold this evening, for hosting you both as a representative of 
France, and as a new member of this beautiful Society of the Chaîne des Rôtisseurs. 

I wish you all an excellent evening./.
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