
Cher William Christie, 

Ladies and gentlemen,  

Chers amis, dear friends,  

 

I am delighted to welcome you to the Consulate General of France in New York tonight for 

the second edition of the “Musical Encounters in the Gardens of William Christie”. It’s not 

every evening that we are lucky enough to listen to music in le Salon Rose, and the concert 

you are gracing us with tonight, dear William, is both an honor and a pleasure. I know you 

will have paid special attention to the selection of the pieces you will perform, accompanied 

by students of the Julliard School.  

 

Cher William, you have, as you like to point out, “chosen” France and here in a French 

Consulate in the United States, you have two reasons to feel at home. You were born here in 

the America, in Buffalo, but you have quickly felt a kinship with France when as a teenager 

you discovered the French language and your grand-mother presented you with François 

Couperin’s Leçons de ténèbres. You moved to France in 1971, and you quickly became a 

reference in the field of Baroque music, before you launched the formidable human and 

musical adventure that we know as Les Arts Florissant in 1979. Thanks to this ensemble, you 

have found a way to infuse new energy to Baroque music in France. In this day and age, you 

have endeavored to reproduce through your interpretation the sound and atmosphere of a 

bygone era. According to Immanuel Kant, “the baroque taste carries the imagination’s 

freedom very far”, and you have carried your audience’s imagination toward new musical and 

artistic horizons, turning baroque music into popular music.  

 

Of course, I want to pay tribute to your brilliant career and the remarkable adventure of Les 

Arts Florissants, but I also want to pay tribute to your career as a professor, as passeur de 

culture, emulating François Couperin, whom I mentioned earlier. Couperin le Grand, as he 

was known, was a great harpsichordist and inspired your first love of classical music. 

Couperin was himself a passeur de culture for we own him the first practice book on the 

harpsichord, L’Art de toucher le clavecin.  

 

Educated in the best universities of the East coast, it is in France that you have started your 

teaching at the Conservatoires in Paris and in Lyon. Committed to sharing your passion for 

the baroque repertoire and its interpretation, you have created a special partnership with the 



Julliard School in New, where you and Les Arts Florissants have been Artists in Residence 

since 2007. But more especially since 2009, you have been helping with an exceptional 

program: the creation of one the rare departments of early music on this side of the Atlantic. 

In the most prestigious musical institution in the United States, you have contributed to the 

transmission of Baroque music to American students, as you had done forty years earlier in 

France. Cher William, you are the indispensable bridge between France and the United States: 

enriched by your experience in France, you have now travelled back to America to share your 

experience, your passion and knowledge of Baroque music with students at Julliard and 

American audiences. 

 

Chers amis,  

 

Let me once again tell you how happy I am to see so many of you present here tonight for this 

beautiful event, which can serve as an announcement of the series of exceptional concerts that 

will be given at the Brooklyn Academy of Music by William Christie and Les Arts Florissants 

in April. Before I give way to William, I would like to wish you all an excellent evening, with 

good friends and good music. Thank you.  


