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Honored Veterans,  

Cher Guy Wildenstein, President of the American Society of the French Legion of 

Honor 

Chère Marie-Hélène Benzine, Cher Richard Ortoli, Elected Representative of the 

French living in the United States,  

Dear Representatives of the Federation of French Veterans, the Souvenir Français, 

and other French and French-American organizations,  

Distinguished guests,  

Ladies and gentlemen,  

 

As Consul General of France in New York, I am deeply honored to be here with you 

today to celebrate the 68th Anniversary of the end of World War II in Europe and to 

pay tribute to 7 American veterans. 

 

The friendship between France and the United States is historic and strong. Today 

we remember that our friendship is bound in blood and that our two countries owe 

each other their very existence as free nations. We remember that from Yorktown 

and Lafayette to the battlefield of World War I and the beaches of Normandy, the 

United States and France have always stood together to defend and promote their 

shared values of freedom and democracy.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

I am particularly honored to pay tribute to all the veterans of the Second World War 

and to the 7 American heroes present today, who fought on our soil, to those men 

who left their country for unknown lands at a very young age to fight for our freedom. 

To all of you, we French will never forget what we owe you.  

Gentlemen, 

Yourselves and 800,000 of your fellow countrymen fought for the Liberation of 

France. In Normandy, in Provence or in the Ardennes, you were the heroes of all the 

French. If France is what it is today, a free and sovereign country, if Europe is at 
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peace, we will never forget that it is thanks to you, to your bravery and thanks to 

America. 

In recognition of your heroic actions and extraordinary accomplishments, the 

President of the French Republic nominated you to the Legion of Honor. 

The Legion of Honor was created by Napoleon Bonaparte in 1802 to reward 

extraordinary accomplishments and outstanding services rendered to France. 

In a few minutes the President of the American Society of the French Legion of 

Honor and I will bestow upon you this distinction, France’s highest honor and one of 

the most coveted in the world. In so doing, on behalf of the President of France, we 

will express to you France’s eternal gratitude. 
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Leonard JINDRA 
 

Born in Czechoslovakia in 1921, you were in your early twenties when you came 

back to defend freedom in Europe as a soldier in the United States Army.   

 

You served as a rifleman with the 115th Infantry regiment of the 29th Infantry Division 

of the United States Army. You landed on Omaha Beach on D-Day and participated 

in all combat battles from Omaha Beach to Saint-Lô. You were among the soldiers in 

the Battle of Vire, before going on to Brest to participate in the destruction of German 

submarines. You received the Bronze Star medal and the Good Conduct Medal for 

your actions, and wounded in combat you were awarded the Purple Heart. 

 

Today in recognition of all you have done in the defense of freedom, the President 

has decided to bestow upon you the Insignia of Chevalier of the Legion of Honor. 

 

Leonard JINDRA, au nom du Président de la République, nous vous faisons 

Chevalier dans l’Ordre National de la Légion d’Honneur. 
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Richard LACEY 
 
You were born in St. Petersburg, FL in 1925. At eighteen years old, you left for 

France to serve as an assistant gunner with the 120th Infantry regiment of the 30th 

Infantry Division of the United States Army. During the Normandy campaign, you 

joined in the liberation of Mortagne, Longy, Dreux and Evreux. In July 1945, you 

crossed the Vire with your platoon and established a bridgehead. The combat 

against the German troops was hard-fought, but you kept going, liberating town after 

town, before getting to Saint-Lô on July 26th. You were part of the offensive and 

taking of Mortain, which opened the way to Brittany for the Allied forces. For your 

actions, you received Bronze Star and the Good Conduct Medal, you were also 

awarded the Purple Heart.  

 

Today in recognition of your outstanding merits, of your commitment to defending 

freedom in the world and what you have done for the relationship between France 

and the United States, the President has decided to bestow upon you the Insignia of 

Chevalier of the Legion of Honor. 

 

Richard LACEY au nom du Président de la République, nous vous faisons Chevalier 

dans l’Ordre National de la Légion d’Honneur. 
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Franck MANCUSO 
 

You were born in Brooklyn in 1922. From May 27th to November 30th 1944, you were 

a first-class machine gunner in the L Company in the in the 320th Infantry of the 35th 

Infantry Division. Landing on Omaha Beach in July, you then participated in the 

liberation of Saint-Lô, among the troops who crossed the Vire River opening the way 

for the rest of the Allied forces towards Brittany. Eastward bound towards Alsace and 

Lorraine, you were wounded during your participation to the liberation of Nancy. For 

all your actions, you received the Bronze Star and the Purple Heart.  

 

Today in recognition of your outstanding merits, of your commitment to defending 

freedom in the world and what you have done for the relationship between France 

and the United States, the President has decided to bestow upon you the Insignia of 

Chevalier of the Legion of Honor. 

 

Franck MANCUSO au nom du Président de la République, nous vous faisons 

Chevalier dans l’Ordre National de la Légion d’Honneur. 
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Allan OSTAR 
 
Born in East Orange, NJ in 1924, you served as a Radio Operator in the 242nd 

Infantry Regiment. Enrolled in the US Army in November 1942, you were sent to 

Europe from 1944. Your platoon landed in Marseilles on December 8th with the 

objective of rejoining the Eastern Front for the Alsace/Lorraine campaign. You 

crossed over France and fought the German along the Rhine River. You took part in 

the liberation of Wertheim and Würzburg after your platoon pulverized the Siegfried 

Line. On April 1945, your division, the 42nd Infantry Regiment, along with the 45th, 

liberated over 30,000 prisoners in the Dachau concentration camp. For all your 

actions in combat, you were awarded the Bronze Star Medal. 

 

Today in recognition of your outstanding merits and your defense of liberty, the 

President has decided to bestow upon you the Insignia of Chevalier of the Legion of 

Honor. 

 

Allan OSTAR, au nom du Président de la République, nous vous faisons Chevalier 

dans l’Ordre National de la Légion d’Honneur. 
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Eugene R. TORCHIA 
 

You were born in 1924 in Clinton, NY. Barely twenty when you left for Europe and 

first stationed on the English base of Gosfield, you were assigned the maintenance of 

light bombers Douglas A20. Shortly thereafter, you participated in the Normandy 

campaign, hitting costal defences, aerodromes and rail marshalling yards in France 

and Belgium.  

 

As an Airplane Engine mechanic in the 645th bombardment squadron of the 9th Air 

Force, your skills as a pilot allowed you to support ground troops by bombing 

railroads. From July to September 1944, you went through Caen, Saint-Lô and Brest 

to help the offensive. In recognition of your bravery and actions, you receive the 

Bronze Star Medal. 

 

Today the President has decided to bestow upon you the Insignia of Chevalier of the 

Legion of Honor to show our country’s gratitude for all you have done in the name of 

freedom. 

 

Eugene R. TORCHIA, au nom du Président de la République, nous vous faisons 

Chevalier dans l’Ordre National de la Légion d’Honneur. 
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Jess E. WEISS 
 

You were born in the Bronx in 1916 and were enrolled in the Army starting June 

1941. Sent to Europe in 1943 as a mortar gunner in the 16th Infantry Regiment of the 

1st Infantry Division, you trained in Dorchester in England for seven months, 

preparing D-Day.   

 

You were among the first line sent to Omaha Beach on June 6th 1944. The 16th 

Infantry Regiment pierced the defences on the beach, thus allowing the other units to 

land on site. Your regiment managed to cross landmines and go over enemy lines. 

You received the Bronze Star Medal for your actions, and wounded in combat you 

were awarded the Purple Heart.  

  

Today in recognition of all you have done in the name of freedom, the President has 

decided to bestow upon you the Insignia of Chevalier of the Legion of Honor. 

 

Jess E. WEISS, au nom du Président de la République, nous vous faisons Chevalier 

dans l’Ordre National de la Légion d’Honneur. 
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Leonard WURZEL 
 

Born in Philadelphia in 1918, you served as Captain and Assistant Adjutant General 

in the Supreme Headquarters Allied Expeditionary Force. With a chief objective to 

plan D-Day, the SHAEF was placed under the command of General Dwight 

Eisenhower. The SHAEF controlled naval forces during the Neptune Operation and 

the Overlord Assault, as well as the 9th US Air Force and the English RAF. After the 

Normandy landings, you were stationed in Frankfurt in the US Army Headquarters, 

from May to September 1944. You were awarded the Bronze Star Medal for your 

actions. 

 

Today in recognition of your outstanding merits, of your commitment to defending 

freedom in the world and what you have done for the relationship between France 

and the United States, the President has decided to bestow upon you the Insignia of 

Chevalier of the Legion of Honor. 

 

Leonard WURZEL, au nom du Président de la République, nous vous faisons 

Chevalier dans l’Ordre National de la Légion d’Honneur. 

 

 

 

 

 


