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Minister,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a pleasure and an honor to welcome this evening Mr. Xavier Bertrand, Minister of Labor, 
Employment and Health, to the Consulate General. This gives us the opportunity to meet with 
you and your delegation, and discuss matters that concern us all. 

You  all  know  Xavier  Bertrand,  and  I  will  thus  spare  you  a  fastidious  introduction. 
Nonetheless, please allow me, Sir, to present you in a few words. 

In France,  you represent the new generation, already possessing an impressive ministerial 
experience.  Secretary  of  State  in  charge  of  Medical  Insurance  since  2004,  Health  and 
Solidarity  Minister  the  following  year,  you  were  nominated  Minister  of  Labor,  Social 
Relations  and  Solidarity  in  2007,  and  Minister  of  Labor,  Employment  and  Health  in 
November 2010. And this is without mentioning your elective positions, for you have been 
the deputy of the 2nd circumscription of the Aisne department three times, and the mayor of 
Saint-Quentin since 2010. 

Sir,  ten  days  ago  you  attended  a  conference  in  Paris  involving  the  social  dimension  of 
Globalization,  in  preparations of the G20 Work and Employment Ministers’ meeting next 
September.  This  conference  reunited  intergovernmental  organizations’ representatives  and 
French  and  international  social  partners,  and  emphasized  the  necessity  of  promoting  a 
globalization which should encourage growth while decreasing inequalities. 

During the conference, the French President presented elements which may contribute to that 
cause: the development of social protection “platforms”, the development of policies which 
primarily involve employment, and the respect of labor rights. These subjects – which are at 
the heart of the French presidency’s effort – were also presented by you this morning in front 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  United  Nations,  and  were  discussed  by  you  and  your 
interlocutors in Washington and New York. 



You also wished to meet with the French community before your departure to Paris. We have 
thus gathered a wonderful  ‘sample’ of the 75,000 Frenchmen living in New York and its 
region, and who are eagerly looking forward to meeting you. 

Sir, with no further delays I let you take the floor.

I wish you all an excellent evening. 


