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Ladies and Gentlemen,
Dear friends,

It is a great pleasure for me to be present here at the opening of the North American Schools’ 
Games of 2011. I am very happy and very proud to host you here in New York for the 4 th 

edition of these Games. We will try to be as good as Chicago and Montreal were in previous 
years. 

I would like to particularly thank two persons for having played an essential role in organizing 
the Games. Both must, unfortunately, part from us within a few weeks, but their departure is a 
graceful one, thanks to you. First, the Lycée’s principal Yves Thézé, a great football lover, and 
– no one is perfect, this is a Paris-St-Germain fan who’s telling you this, – a great supporter of  
the Stade Rennais. Next is Hughes O’Csay, in charge of Sports at the Lycée and the kingpin of 
these Games. 

For a few days, the Lycée français will be living and breathing a sports lifestyle. However, 
this  must be a pretty normal situation for an establishment which has so many after-hour 
activities in general, including many sports ones in particular. 

In this, the Lycée takes the best part of American education, in which learning and personal 
enrichment go beyond the classroom’s threshold. Indeed, the process of learning is achieved 
also, yet differently, in music studios or in sports fields. I am glad to know you share this 
philosophy at the schools you come from in Boston, Washington, Los Angeles, San Francisco, 
Montreal, Toronto or Mexico. 

You hold your own schools at heart, of course, but collectively, you are also the proof of the 
excellence of French high schools abroad, both at studies and in sports. 

These Games and your presence here today mark the value, of openness towards others and 
towards the world, taking a concrete form. You are lucky being abroad, meeting and living 
side by side with other cultures, being exposed to different ways of life and thinking, and 
learning more languages. I encourage you to make the most of this experience. You will see 
how useful it will be for you later on in your lives. 



I hope these Games would be an opportunity for each and every one of you to exchange with 
one another, to create friendships, and to show what you are really made of, and finally, for 
you to have a good time. 

Good luck to all of you – and may the best win!


