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Dear Principal, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Dear Friends,

We are gathered here today for the commemoration of the 10th anniversary of the horrible 

attacks  of  September  11.  I  would  like  to  thank  the  Lycée  Français for  the  initiative  of 

organizing this event, and most particularly Sean Lynch, who gave a very touching talk. The 

Consul General, Philippe Lalliot, was not able to come today for he must attend a different 

event, and asks for your forgiveness for his absence. He is whole heartedly with us here for 

this solemn ceremony. 

I remember September 11 2001 very well. I was in my office, just about to convene with my 

colleagues in a routine work conference. At the time, I was already in charge of the Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs’ Crisis Management Unit in Paris, and that day, along with the following 

ones, were the worst I have gone through while holding that post. I remember each phone call  

of the French victims’ families. I remember the tears. I remember the outcries. I also recall the 

courage of the men and women who went all the way to the end – and for many that meant till 



death – in order to come to the aid of those who were in need of it. I remember the images and 

the sounds of this atmosphere, which will forever remain engraved upon my memory. 

Ten  years… seems  like  eternity;  and  yet,  this  day  remains  as  vivid  and  as  fresh  in  our 

memories and in our hearts, as if the horrors took place only yesterday. 

It is firstly as New Yorkers that our world has changed. If you may have been too young to 

remember it – rest assured that your parents still have the images of the World Trade Center in 

their  heads,  images  of  panic,  horror,  confusion,  desolation  –  which  you  later  saw  on 

television.  In  a  single  day,  New York’s  skyline  was forever  separated  of  one  of  its  most 

powerful and most famous symbols. The wide-open gap the Twin Towers left behind them in 

the smoking rubble became the sanctuary of the men and women who lost theirs lives that 

day. 

But it  is  also as citizens of the world,  enlightened citizens,  that we are so moved by the 

souvenir of that grievous day, and that we must honor the memory of the dead. We are paying 

tribute to the innocent victims of this barbaric act. We have, of course, the victims’ families in 

our thoughts, as well as those among us who have lost a father, a brother, a mother, a friend, a 

colleague, in the ruins. Finally, we salute the courage of the firemen, policemen and rescue 

teams who risked their lives in helping the victims. Their devotion and their sacrifice deserve 

our admiration and our gratitude. 

Dear Friends, 



Today,  my young friends,  I  wish to speak to  you.  Like my own children,  you are of the 

generation that will shape the future. I wish to tell you, humbly, that the memory of those who 

perished lies in your own hands. This is a responsibility: you have received the best education 

between  these  walls,  one  that  makes  of  you  citizens  of  the  world,  enlightened  and 

knowledgeable.  In  you,  your  teachers  have  instilled  the  values  of  respect  for  others,  of 

tolerance and of open-mindedness towards that which is, or who is, different. The blending, 

the combination of two great cultures – French and American – has given you a unique and 

privileged point  of  view on the  world,  and  the  capability  of  understanding  the  other,  of 

communicating between different cultures, of filling in the gaps of incomprehension and of 

hatred, generated by what is “difference”. You are our most precious asset in making sure an 

event such as September 11 will never happen again. I urge you to travel, share, speak, listen,  

exchange, and contribute fully to the world of the 21st century. Do not let it be overcome by 

terror and darkness, on the contrary – be the flame of this Light, this heritage both our people 

share in common. 

To conclude, I wish to recall the solidarity France shares with the United States. Over here, at 

the Lycée Français, French, Americans, and children from many other nationalities learn and 

live together side by side every day. You are in the process of building, brick by brick, the  

foundations of a new world. 

Be the pillars of the upcoming world – for always more tolerance and more justice in it. 

Be the defenders of a world of sharing, of dialog and solidarity. 



Be the beholders of these values, be those who act upon them, and transmit them tomorrow to 

your children. 

I thank you for your attention. 


