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Dear Elizabeth,
Dear Odile
Dear Guy,
Dear Mr. and Mrs. De Montesquiou-Fezensac,
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Dear Friends,

It  is  a  great  pleasure  for  me to  welcome  to  the French Consulate  this  evening  a  most 
illustrious, noble-hearted family, who is very dear to us. I am speaking about the big family of 
the French Heritage Society: the foundation you direct with such passion, dear Elizabeth, is 
undoubtedly a real fraternity, which consists of people united by the love of beauty and good 
taste, and by the will to pass on the great masterpieces of the past to future generations. 

Many such families have left their marks throughout the centuries, in Europe of course, but 
also here in the United States.  We will  shortly have the opportunity to listen to Mr. David 
Garrard Lowe, President of the Alliance des Beaux-Arts, tell the story of the Vanderbilt saga. 
What a family! What a lineage! You will excuse me for comparing the Vanderbilts’ fate to that 
of  the  great  French  Houses.  Adventurers  of  modern  times,  tireless  builders,  gifted  Art 
patrons,  the  Vanderbilts  were  both  dashy  and  noble.  They  loved  the  finest,  the  most 
beautiful.  They  were  passionate  about  France  and  the  French  style,  contributing  to  its 
propagation. It is thus an immense delight to celebrate them tonight. 

Since we are honoring families this evening, I shall take the liberty to praise yet another large 
family – a French one this time – represented in the persons of Monsieur et Madame de 
Montesquiou-Fézensac. Sir, Madam, it is a great pleasure to have you with us today. Even 
more so, knowing you did not come empty handed, and that we will shortly have the pleasure 
of  tasting  some Armagnac from your  own lands.  Here lies a lovely  coincidence!  For  if  I 
remember  correctly,  I  believe  the  French  Heritage  Society  will  soon  pay  a  visit  to  your 
beautiful Gascony countryside.  

I shall be brief, but I would like to mention one last family, a very dear one to us; it consists of 
all of us here tonight: the French-American family. If we trace our origins back far enough, I 
am sure we would all find ourselves to be related. But such a research would be long and in  
vain, as the friendship that unites us appears on no genealogical tree, and despite some 
disagreements we may have, this friendship has never been shattered. Let us rejoice! Is not 
the greatest of families the one we choose? Philippe, our Consul General, would have said it 
himself had he been here: you should feel at home here in this family House, where the 
French-American friendship most candidly has its place. 

I wish you all an excellent evening. 


