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Dear Burton Haimes, 

Dear Monique Haimes, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Dear friends, 

 

It is a great privilege to welcome you all to the Consulate General of France, 

as we are gathered this evening to honor an eminent member of the Franco-

American community in New York, Mr. Burton Haimes. 

 

Let me first warmly welcome Burton’s family and friends who have joined 

us here tonight for this once-in-a-lifetime occasion. They came in numbers, 

as Burton had five children, Matthew, Spencer, Meredith, Charlotte, and 

Trevor, all of whom are here, and now has two grand-children, Alexandra 

and Ethan, who are also with us tonight. This should give you a glimpse of 

what kind of generous, giving, larger-than-life personality we are about to 

honor, and I am thrilled to have the privilege of acknowledging Burton’s 

accomplishments tonight.  

 

Chers amis, dear friends, the Legion of Honor that I will bestow upon 

Burton in a few minutes was created by Napoleon Bonaparte in 1802 to 

reward extraordinary achievements and eminent services rendered to 

France, based on a personal decision by the President of the French 

Republic. 

 

The Legion of Honor is France’s highest honor and one of the most coveted 

in the world. And the President of France has decided to name you, Burton, 

to the rank of Chevalier, illustrating France’s deep gratitude for your 
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personal commitment to reinforce transatlantic bonds and pay tribute to 

your exceptional, selfless philanthropy. 

 

Dear Burton, as tradition goes, I would like to take a moment to recount 

your story, or at least part of it, and acknowledge your multi-faceted 

engagements in favor of the French-American friendship, which are proof in 

themselves that the Legion of Honor was definitely owed to you.   

 

You are, as you pointed out to me, a New Yorker of three generations, whom 

nothing apparently destined to a love affair with France. But your French 

fate was in fact sealed at a very young age, and maybe even before then. 

Indeed, you told me that, as a child, you had a dream in which you were a 

French soldier in World War I who was eventually killed in a battle, and 

concluded that you were a Frenchman in a prior life. I will definitely not 

argue with that, and it seems like we are here to prove it tonight! 

 

You also told us that you were always a historian at heart, and that at age 12 

you embarked on a project to identify all the kings and Queens and 

dynasties of France and England, making you, to this date, the go-to person 

for anyone craving savory anecdotes and little known facts about French 

dynasties.  

 

You started studying French in Middle School and even won third prize at a 

city-wide competition – the first prize went to your best friend, Jeffrey 

Lowin, who is here with us tonight.  

 

Your love affair with French continued at Yale, which had, and still has, one 

of the finest French departments in the world. You later had to somewhat 
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put French aside during your brilliant graduate law studies at the 

University of Pennsylvania, but your passion was rekindled in 1977, when 

you had the opportunity to lead the acquisition of a US firm by a French 

firm, and subsequently ran the New York office of that French company.   

 

A few years later, you made, in your own words, another, quite unique, kind 

of acquisition, which took you two years to complete. Working as a legal 

advisor for the Hachette group, you met “a very attractive French girl”. 

Seeing her very serious one day, you asked her to smile. “I will if I want to”, 

was her response. As you put it to me, it took you two years to recover from 

that remark but finally the acquisition was completed in 1982, when you 

and the serious French girl got married.  

 

You have never looked back, and have been happily living in a French-

American household for the past 35 years, becoming a French citizen in the 

process and spending a lot of time in France, where, as you told me, your 

favorite moment is when you first arrive and have your first meal. Suddenly 

everything has taste! This is indeed the French magic, and it has been our 

great pleasure to be able to share it with you for so many years.  

 

A true lover of France, as only Americans can be, you have worked tirelessly 

for the past forty years to strengthen the bonds that unite our two 

countries, applying your many talents and remarkable work ethic to a 

dizzying array of fields and activities. From corporate law to soccer fields, 

from the French American School of New York to the France-Amérique 

magazine, you have consistently shown the same unwavering dedication 

and unconditional love of our two great nations. 

 



4 
 

As a corporate lawyer, you were, and still are, among the best counsels and 

ambassadors of French companies here in New York, working on behalf of 

large international firms such as Christian Dior, and more recently Bureau 

Veritas, Lactalis, and Naturex, to name only a few. But you have also helped 

many small and medium size businesses such as Nord-Est Emballages or 

Les Chantiers Modernes, and have actively contributed to strengthening 

France’s corporate fabric, as well as French-American economic 

relationships.  

 

This demanding work as a law partner in the world’s most influential legal 

firms would be enough for many people, but in your case it was just the tip 

of the iceberg, and if we look deeper we find seemingly bottomless layers of 

philanthropic activities and community-based engagements.  

 

For 25 years, you have been working for the French international charity 

“Action Contre la Faim”, following the lead of one of the pillars of our 

French community here in New York, your dear friend Guy Sorman, who 

was one of the organization’s founders.  You met Guy in a professional 

context in the late 1980’s and he encouraged you to open the American 

chapter of “Action Against Hunger”, which you did in 1997. You later 

opened another branch in Canada, and served as Chairman of the board of 

Action Against Hunger-USA for several years, as well as as international 

Chairman for two years, promoting crucial fundraising campaigns that 

provided significant relief to those who most needed it.  

 

Between your brilliant professional accomplishments and your work at 

Action contre la Faim, not to mention your five children, it would seem like 
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you were busy enough, but there are still quite a few layers to uncover, and 

you rather remarkably found the time for many other endeavors. 

 

French education in New York owes you a lot. Your expertise in financial 

management was decisive – and we are grateful to you for this – in securing 

the future of the French American School of New York, better known as 

FASNY, an institution renowned for its academic excellence. Indeed, you 

served on the school’s board of trustees for seven years, and founded the 

fund-raising program that set FASNY on a healthy financial track. And I 

know that you were also fully involved in the governance of the Lycée 

Français de New York, on the occasion of the installation on its new campus 

13 years ago.  

 

You also decided to bring your legal expertise – pro bono – to the takeover 

transaction of the France-Amérique magazine led by Guy Sorman, which 

then merged with France Magazine, and again, thanks to your efforts and 

personal involvement, this institution of the French community in the U.S. 

was able to survive and reach financial stability.  You remain today one of 

France-Amérique’s investors and this reference publication wouldn’t be 

what it is without you.  

 

I am almost finished, but not quite. There is one last area that needs to be 

mentioned, perhaps the most visible one for our fellow French citizens and 

for all the American children and teenagers who owe you such a big part of 

their childhoods.  I am talking about soccer, of course, as you have become a 

Mr. Soccer of sorts here in the United States, the name behind the 

remarkable development of this sport on this side of the Atlantic over the 

past twenty-five years. Indeed, if the practice of soccer has recently 
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exploded in the New York area and elsewhere, and if so many boys and girls 

can now be found kicking the ball and playing competitions on weekends 

across green fields all over the United States, it is in great part because of 

you.  

 

After training high school teams in the Westchester area, you quickly 

became involved with the American Youth Soccer Organization, which you 

ended up presiding for 20 years, and directly contributed to the current 

surge of soccer development programs across the United States. You also 

served on the Board of Directors of the United States Soccer Federation for 

22 years, and are a founding member of the FIFA ethics committee, where 

you served for seven years, confirming your status as one of the world’s 

most respected authorities on soccer education initiatives. In line with your 

other endeavors, you have also played a key role in strengthening the bonds 

between the French Football League and the American Soccer League, and 

thanks to your dedication, the French “Trophée des Champions” took place 

at the Red Bull Arena, in Harrison, New Jersey, in 2012. You also contribute 

your expertise to the French Federation of Baseball, showing once again 

your commitment to transatlantic exchanges, not in a wide, somewhat 

abstract sense, but in ways that directly affect peoples’ daily lives. And if 

baseball hasn’t yet quite reached in France the popularity that soccer has 

achieved here in the United States, I am sure it is only a matter of time 

before all French children spend their week-ends batting and pitching 

across diamond-shaped fields.  

 

It should be clear by now that you have accomplished more than anyone in 

favor of France and the French-American friendship, on so many levels that 

we can hardly keep up.  
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In this respect, it is only justice that you should receive France’s highest 

honor, and it is my great pleasure to award you today, on behalf of the 

President of the French Republic, the distinction of Chevalier of the Legion 

of Honor. 

 

Burton Haimes, au nom du Président de la République, nous vous faisons 

Chevalier de l’Ordre National de la Légion d’Honneur. 


