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Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Dear Friends, 
 
I am very glad to welcome you to the Consulate tonight. This is the second year we 
organize the American part of the “20 sur vin” competition, in collaboration with 
Emmanuel Cruze and the Commanderie du Bontemps de Médoc, des Graves, du 
Sauternes et de Barsac. I am very pleased with this tradition which we created 
together, and I hope it will carry on for many more years.  
 
I wish, first and foremost, to thank and congratulate Emmanuel Cruze. Our joint 
collaboration begins with a mutual interest and with a shared, common pleasure. 
Furthermore, it is a tribute to the organization he manages, the Commanderie, which 
is both the custodian of our most beautiful French wine traditions and the 
ambassador of our savoir-faire and excellence all over the world.  
 
Thank you, dear Emmanuel, for having the Consulate in mind for the New-York 
phase of the “20 sur vin” competition, and for thus allowing us to annually gather so 
many wine lovers and experts.  
 
Dear Friends,  
 
Since I arrived to New York a little over two years ago, I must admit I have not denied 
myself any pleasure when it came to organizing wine-related events. Such events 
were numerous in 2010, and even more so in 2011. However, this occasion tonight is 
unique for more than one reason.  
 
First, it is a contest, not a mere wine-tasting gathering, which means it is a very 
serious event and should be treated as such by the jury, as you may have observed. 
There will be only one winner, – unfortunately, I must add, – if we consider the 
outstanding quality of the teams. These are the competition’s tough rules.  
 
Second, it is an international contest. Opening up the event and permitting foreign 
universities – including European, North-American and Asian ones – to participate in 
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“20 sur vin”, turned out to be successful. This year, 8 teams from 7 of the most 
pretigious American universities from both the East Coast and the West Coast 
together, illustrated their impressive knowledge of Bordeaux wines.  
 
I think we can take these brilliant American students’ presence, here tonight, as a 
demonstration of the interest young generations hold for one of the most essential 
elements of France’s heritage, and as a testimony to the vitality of the French culture, 
not only in France but also abroad.  
 
I wish you all an excellent evening, and good luck to tonight’s winning team in the 
following stages of the contest! 
 
 

 


