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Ladies and Gentlemen,
Dear Friends,

This is the third year we gather at the Consulate to celebrate Black History Month 
together. I am very glad to see so many people here, year after year. I take this as a 
symbol of the friendship uniting the Afro-American community with France.

I would like to begin by thanking the sponsors and donors, who made this event 
possible.  I  cannot  name them all,  but  they  all  appear  in  the  brochure  we  have 
published for this soiree. We are very grateful for their support, their commitment and 
their generosity. This year,  we raised a total  sum of $XXXX for Harlem Academy, 
which I consider to be a model of success, of solidarity and of social promotion. 

Dear Friends,

In the 21st century, education is undoubtedly a most essential issue and we all know 
how crucial the years of education are. Every one of us remembers a teacher who 
has left his or her mark upon us. We have become who we are in great part thanks to  
those who educated and trained us. This is the reason why I believe we must work 
towards a world where every child, whatever his or her background, can receive the 
best possible education. 

This, ultimately, is Harlem Academy’s raison-d’être. It is what makes it such a special 
school, so worthy of our support. It was no accident  The New York Times named 
Harlem Academy the Gold Prize Winner at their 2011 Nonprofit Excellence Awards, 
the first  school ever to achieve this distinction. This prize rewards the dynamism, 
dedication and work of Vincent Dotoli and his team. 



Dear Friends,

This reception at the Consulate for Black History Month is an opportunity for us to 
celebrate the Afro-American community of New York, as well as its contribution to the 
American History, culture and achievements. It is also an opportunity for me, as the 
representative of France in New York, to celebrate the ties between this community 
and my country. 

These bonds are based on the common History our countries share: as an example, 
we may mention the “Harlem Hell Fighters” who fought on the French side during 
World War I. We, the French, owe them our existence today as a free and democratic 
nation. And we shall never forget this. 

This friendship between France and the Afro-American community is also a cultural 
one, which unites both our countries since long ago: going back to the 1930s and to 
the introduction of jazz in France. Following that period, mainly after World War II, 
many  artists,  writers,  musicians  and  composers  created  links  especially  between 
Harlem and Saint-Germain-des-Prés in Paris. 

Our common history thus has its bright moments. However, the relations between 
France and her  Black  community  from Africa  and the  Caribbean also  have their 
darker periods, which should never be concealed. It  is our duty,  and an essential 
concern for France, to remember these times in history as well. This is why France 
pays tribute to the victims of slavery and Slave Trade on the 10 th of May, every year, 
and acknowledges its part of responsibility in this tragedy. 

Dear Friends, 

My message to you today is that we must assume the scope of this history. We may 
be  proud  of  the  greatest  moments  in  order  to  continue  to  nourish  this  beautiful  
friendship. And we must also remind ourselves of the darker moments, so that we do 
not commit again the same mistakes. 

I hope our friendship relations would not be limited to this one occasion of celebrating  
Black History Month: you are, and always will be, welcome to this House of France. 
We organize many events here, and I invite you to come and participate as often as 
possible. 

One last word, to thank the Vranken Pommery house which gave us the Champagne 
and wines for tonight, and to welcome the Sugartone Brass Band. I love their music, 
and hope you will like it as well. I wish you all an excellent evening. 
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