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Ladies and Gentlemen,
Dear Friends,

It is a great pleasure to welcome you to our breakfast, dedicated to the renovation of 
Saint-Germain des Prés. 

I  would  like to  begin by praising Frédéric  de Narp,  President  and CEO of  Harry 
Winston Inc. Frédéric called me up three weeks ago, to speak about this new project.  
He was in Hong Kong. I was in New York. We spoke about a church in Paris: this is 
globalization at the service of History and Heritage conservation!

I  would  also like to thank the French Heritage Society,  and particularly  Elizabeth 
Stribling, Chairman of the Board, as well  as Odile de Schietere-Longchampt,  Co-
Chairman  of  the  New  York  section.  Always  faithful  to  FHS’s  mission,  you  set 
yourselves to this new adventure without hesitation whatsoever.  The challenge of 
renovating Saint-Germain des Prés is in your image: it measures up to the dynamism 
and dedication the Society has already shown during its 30 years of existence. 

The Church of Saint-Germain des Prés is, indeed, one of the most magnificent gems 
of  our  heritage,  and  is  situated  at  the  heart  of  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
neighborhoods of Paris. It is the oldest church in France, built in the 6 th century by the 
Merovingian  dynasty.  Ever  since  the  Middle-Ages,  it  has  never  ceased to  attract 
pilgrims from all over Europe. Kings, cardinals and poets still lay in its premises. 

Today we must once again give Saint-Germain des Prés the means to shine, as it 
has throughout the previous centuries. The renovations of the Abbey which began 
last year are an ambitious project, measuring up to its most precious historical value. 
By Christmas this year, the first stage of work will be finished, with the restoration of 
the sanctuary and of the Monks altar.  In order to conduct the following stages of 
renovations, we are in dire need of raising additional funds. 

This is essential for the preservation of a most exceptional heritage. I believe that by 
doing  so,  we are also  contributing  to  strengthening  the  ties  which  unite  our  two 
countries, France and the United States: ties of history, culture and art. 

I now hand over the microphone to Frédéric, and wish you all an excellent breakfast.


