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Ladies and Gentlemen,
Dear Friends,

It  is  a  great  pleasure  for me to  welcome you all  to the Consulate for  this  World 
Monuments Fund reception. 

I would like to begin by praising for their exceptional work Lisa Ackerman, Executive 
Vice-President,  and  Bertrand  du  Vignaud,  President  of  World  Monuments  Fund 
Europe, with whom this evening was organized.

We are gathered here tonight for a presentation of the  Chancellerie d’Orléans – a 
restoration  project  concluded  last  year  by  the  World  Monuments  Fund  and  the 
French Ministry of Culture. This evening’s presentation is justly named the “Rebirth of 
a Forgotten Masterpiece”, for it is indeed considered by the experts to be one of the 
most sumptuous masterpieces of 18th century Parisian décor. 

This mansion – decorated by Charles de Vailly and by Fragonard, among others – 
will  finally  regain  its  lost  splendor  thanks  to  the  Fund’s  restoration  work.  The 
relocation of the interior décor to the Hôtel de Rohan-Strasbourg will allow the public 
to see this magnificent historical monument, after almost an entire century. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The  efforts  undertaken  by  the  World  Monuments  Fund  since  the  mid-1960s  for 
preserving and restoring masterpieces worldwide deserve our full recognition. 

In  France,  these  efforts,  combined  with  the  generous  support  of  donators,  has 
brought  back  the  lost  grandeur  to  many  various,  yet  unique  sites,  such  as  the 
Château de Chantilly, the “Potager du Roi” in Versailles, the Opéra Comique, or the 
Saint-Sulpice Church, to name but a few. 



I  am  always  amazed  by  the  list  of  sites  which  have  benefited  from  the  Fund’s 
contribution to their preservation and maintenance, and which are such marvels of 
our World Heritage: the Angkor Temple in Cambodia, the Hercules Temple in Rome, 
or yet the Luxor site in Egypt, if we were only to mention these three. More the 500 
sites  across  90  different  countries  in  total,  many  of  which  are  recognized  by 
UNESCO, benefit from the Fund’s work. 

The French architectural heritage is extremely rich, as you all know. And it is thanks 
to organizations like yours that we will preserve our heritage and allow the public to 
be exposed to it. This is why it only seemed natural to me to promote this restoration  
project for the  Chancellerie d’Orléans,  which would not have been made possible 
without you. 

Excellente soirée à toutes et à tous./.
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