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Ladies and Gentlemen,
Dear Friends,

I will be brief, and not extend our anticipation too much in this unbearable suspense!

It is a great pleasure for me to welcome you this evening for the final ceremony of the 
Entrepreneurship  Award.  This  is  the  second  year  the  prize  is  given  here  at  the 
Consulate.  This House is  indeed that  of  the French administration,  and is at  the 
service  of  the  French Community  of  New York  and  the  region.  Along with  other 
governmental  services,  its  mission  also  includes  promoting  French  innovation, 
entrepreneurship and businesses in the US. This is for us a high priority as well. 

The pleasure I take in having you here today is twofold,  as it is the first time the 
award  is  handed  out  jointly  by  Club600  and  the  French-American  Chamber  of 
Commerce. It is a beautiful example of cooperation to support the implementation,  
development and success of our young entrepreneurs in the American market. I wish 
to thank Emmanuel Cargill and Elsa Berry for this initiative. Together, we can only be 
stronger. Nous devons chaser en meute !

Dear Friends,

I have no idea whatsoever who the winner is tonight, but unfortunately, I know there 
will  only  be one.  Nonetheless,  I  would  like at  this  point  to  congratulate  all  three 
finalists: Morgan Dierstein, Thomas Ferré and Enrique Gonzalez. Every year, I am 
told the jury’s choice is a painful one and the discussions among its members are 
heated, simply because the projects submitted are always of great quality. 

I am sure the projects of the 2012 contestants are as brilliant as their predecessors. 
Your presence at the final phase of the competition alone proves your talent and your 
will to succeed. Whatever the results tonight, we can only encourage you to persist in 
your efforts!



Your presence also demonstrates that France, contrary to common belief, is willing to 
export and market its ideas, competence, and technologies abroad. It is often said 
our small and medium businesses are not as oriented towards export as the German 
or Italian SMBs. This, indeed, is true and has been the case for too long. But it will do 
no good to feel sorry for ourselves, especially not during the current financial and 
economic situation. 

French entrepreneurs who are based in the United States give us an example for 
what  we should all  do,  together,  to  stimulate the French economy and expand it 
beyond  its  geographical  boundaries.  I  would  like  to  mention  for  example  the 
Symposium organized  in  Miami  by  the  Conseillers  du  Commerce  extérieur.  This 
annual award is another example, which provides the young generation the support,  
solidarity,  expertise of  the French entrepreneurs  who had already made it  in  the 
American market. 

So, congratulations to the winners! May they make the most of this extraordinary 
opportunity offered by the Entrepreneurship Award. I hand over the microphone to 
Elsa and Emmanuel for the moment of truth, and wish you all an excellent evening. 
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