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Ladies and Gentlemen,
Dear Friends,

Welcome to the Consulate. I am very glad to host this coproduction tonight, between 
B’nai  B’rith  International,  the  Consulate  General  of  Germany  and  the  Consulate 
General of France. 

Allow me to begin by thanking Harriet Mandel, who is the pillar and the soul behind 
this fascinating series of Global Round Tables. Harriet is a close friend who has been 
my guide to the American Jewish community. Dear Harriet, I wish simply to express 
my gratitude to you. 

You did not come here today to hear me give a long analysis of the Franco-German 
relation and the Euro crisis, but I would like, nonetheless, to bring up three or four 
simple and personal thoughts, in order to open the debate: 

-  My, and the following, generations – which did not witness the war – tend to take 
the French-German relations for granted, and to forget how exceptional they truly 
are. To forget they originated from two murderous wars and from an age-long hatred, 
is to take the risk their exemplary characteristic will slowly wane. 

-  We must not be so naïve as to believe these privileged relations are self-evident, 
effortless and spontaneous. Each and every country has its own way of being, of 
seeing the world and of defending its interests. For having been posted in Brussels, I  
can assure you France and Germany often hold much differing positions; but most of 
the time if not always, they end up coming to a common ground, be it at the cost of 
long negotiations. 

- The Franco-German relation lies in the interests of both countries, and each of them 
draws additional strength out of it. Even if some may feel uncomfortable with what  
they perceive as too close a proximity between the two nations, the Franco-German 
relation is also in the interest of the European Union itself. 



-  Managing  the  current  financial  and  economic  crisis,  which  is  today’s  subject, 
provides us with a kind of textbook case. It indeed shows us that the way each of our  
countries  sees  the  crisis  may  in  fact  differ  greatly.  But,  at  the  end  of  the  day, 
successive compromises were made between France and Germany, which served as 
a basis to the discussions with their European partners, and to the common positions 
the 27 countries hold today. 

I was too long, and I apologize. With no further delays I hand over the microphone to 
Christiane Lemke-Daempfling, Irène Finel-Honigman and Christopher Matthews./. 


