
Dear Henry Bloch,  

Dear Vivian Lobel 

Dear friends,  

 

It is my great pleasure and privilege to welcome you to the Consulate 

General of France, as we are gathered here this evening to honor Mr. Henry 

W. Bloch, for his heroism by France’s side.  

 

I would like to extend a warm welcome to all of you who have joined 

us here this evening to express your support and admiration. 

 

Chers amis, the Legion of Honor that I will bestow upon Henry in a 

few minutes was created by Napoleon Bonaparte in 1802 to reward 

extraordinary accomplishments and outstanding services rendered to 

France, based on a personal decision by the President of the French 

Republic.  

 

It is France’s highest honor and one of the most sought-after 

distinctions in the world. And the President of France has decided to 

promote you, dear Henry, to the rank of Chevalier, illustrating France’s deep 

gratitude as you helped liberate our country during the Second World War, 

and as your actions payed testament to the strength of French-American 

friendship.   

 

I would like to take a very brief moment to come back on the   

services you rendered to France.   

 



You were inducted in the American Army on the 9th of June in 1942 

and you were present in Europe from July 14th 1944 to November 20th 

1945.  You first followed basic training and learned to speak Russian before 

being an American intelligence officer under the command of General 

Leclerc in the French armored division.   

 

You went on to participate in many battles alongside the general, 

chief among which was the battle on the coast of Normandy.  You were sent 

there with 4 other people to serve as liaison between the American 

divisions and French divisions.    

You stayed under general Leclerc’s command all the way through the 

Liberation of France.  You were even one of the first Liberators of Paris, and 

for that, we cannot thank you enough.      

 

Your heroisms have already been rewarded by a Bronze Star medal, 

but today, for your service to our nation, it is my great pleasure to award 

you, on behalf of the President of the French Republic, the distinction of 

Chevalier of the Legion of Honor. 

 

Henry W. Bloch, au nom du Président de la République et en vertu des 

pouvoirs qui nous sont conférés, nous vous faisons Chevalier de l’Ordre 

National de la Légion d’Honneur. 

 


