
Dear Joseph Bariletto 

 

Dear family and friends,  

 

It is my great privilege to be here today, as we are 

gathered here today to honor Mr. Joseph Bariletto, for 

his heroism by France’s side.  

I would like to extend a warm welcome to all of 

you, family and friends, who have joined us here to 

express your admiration and affection to Joseph 

Bariletto. 

As you know, the Legion of Honor is France’s 

highest honor and one of the most sought-after 

distinctions in the world. And the President of France 

has decided to promote you, dear Joseph, to the rank of 

Chevalier, illustrating France’s deepest gratitude as you 

helped liberate our country during the Second World 

War, and as your actions pay testament to the strength 

of the French-American friendship.   

You could not come to the centennial ceremony in 

Central park on July 1st where we were to 

commemorate millions of brave men, like you, who 

gave up their families, their youth, and too often their 

lives, to bring back peace to Europe and to the world 

during WWI. We thought it would be the last war but 

then the WWII and you were there. 

Today we are gathered by the same deep 

gratitude and we keep in our thoughts all your 

companions who didn’t have the chance to survive 

these tragic events. 

 

 

 

Before bestowing upon you the Legion of Honor 

let me recall some of the most remarkable aspects of 

your military life and on the   services you rendered to 

France.   

 

On October 16, 1940 at the age of 21 you 

registered for the draft and you were inducted into the 

army on April 8, 1941. You were young, full of hope and 

ambitious and still you made this decision to join the 

war effort. 



For this decision that you made to put at risk 

your life and to fight against the barbary of the Nazis 

alongside the allies, France and people of France will 

always be grateful. 

 

After having undertaken your basic training in 

various military bases you were transferred to the 28th 

Infantry division, in the 111th unit. You and some of 

your brothers in arms were detached and made a 

separate Combat Team along with the 131st Truck 

Company in the Army Ground Forces Reserve.  

In January 1944, the 131st Truck Company 

received orders for shipment to the European Theater 

of Operations. You were then shipped to the UK from 

the Brooklyn Navy Yard on February 27th, 1944 on the 

“SS Sea Porpoise”. It took you 11 days later to reach the 

shores of Scotland, at Gourock, near Glasgow, on March 

9, 1944. The unit immediately left by train and headed 

for Hereford, England where you received vehicles and 

equipment, and started an extensive training program. 

 

The 131st was assigned to the 3rd Army 

commanded by a most remarkable military man, 

General Patton, and remained in the UK for several 

months moving troops and supplies to various staging 

areas in preparation for the D-Day invasion on June 6, 

1944. One month later this fatidic day, you departed 

England from the Southampton ports for Normandy. As 

a separate truck company the 131st hauled troops and 

supplies of 3rd Army units of the 8th and 83rd 

Divisions to Avranches and Rennes, in France.  

 

You were part of the siege of Brest. It was one of 

the most difficult campaigns in Western France. You 

and others in the 131st Truck Company carried 

supplies and large amounts of gasoline in their trucks 

across Brittany to ensure this phase of the Western 

France breakout would not stall and make sure to 

control this strategic navy base. I was born in Brest and 

for me this is a very lively history as we used to pay 

tribute to the US soldiers on the Cours d’Agest at the 

monument when I was growing up their. 

 

But you didn’t stop there. After the capture of 

Brest, your unit moved east through Paris which had 

been liberated in late August 1944. Then you entered 

into the Rhineland Campaign in late September. 



You and your brothers in arms carried large 

amounts of gasoline through several countries in 

Europe, worked around the clock helping pull back 

troops and supplies from the battle. You contributed to 

the liberation of Europe until the fall of the Nazi 

Regime. 

 

In doing so, you served under 3 field armies in 

the European Theater of Operations, received battle 

credits for four campaigns, two of which in France. To 

recognize your exceptional services, you received the 

Meritorious Service Wreath which was authorized by 

9th Army Headquarters, and had achieved the rank of 

Technician Fifth Grade.  

 

 

 

 

To add to this list of honors, for your service to 

our nation and in sign of our gratitude, it is my great 

privilege to award you today, on behalf of the President 

of the French Republic, the distinction of Chevalier of 

the Legion of Honor. 
 

Joseph Bariletto, au nom du Président de la République 

et en vertu des pouvoirs qui nous sont conférés, nous vous 

faisons Chevalier de l’Ordre National de la Légion 

d’Honneur. 


