
Cher Alain Dupuis, 

Monsieur le President de l’American Society of the French Legion of Honor,  

Cher Commandant Wildenstein, 

Dear Board of Director of the French Legion of Honor Society, the members of the Society, 

It is a pleasure to take part in this ceremony in which Mr Alain Dupuis will be made a Knight 

in the order of the Legion of Honor.  

As you know, the Legion of Honor is France’s highest distinction, which it bestows on men 

and women of high merit and military men.  It was created by Emperor Napoléon Bonaparte 

to recognize individuals who have accomplished exceptional deeds for France. France has 

awarded this distinction to intellectuals, scientists, artists, and philanthropists, among others.  

But tonight we are gathered to honor friend, and a man who is remarkable for his 

longstanding and very personal contributions to our community here in the United States, first 

as a member and now as President of the Federation of French War Veterans in the United 

States. Mr Dupuis has been a pillar of the French veteran community on this side of the 

Atlantic for more than 39 years.  He has worked tirelessly to foster the spirit of comradeship-

in-arms that members of the French and American armed forces shared while doing battle 

together in the two world wars, thereby strengthening the friendship between our two peoples. 

Three words come to my mind when I think of Alain: patriotism, devotion to others and 

kindness.   

Before Mr Dupuis became involved in the Federation of French Veterans he was himself a 

combatant. From 1961-62 Mr Dupuis was called to serve in the Algerian war, where he 

participated in the naval security force operations SURMAR, patrolling the Algerian coasts 

for ships that were suspected of trafficking weapons.  A rifleman, Mr Dupuis took part in 

numerous searches of suspicious ships that put his life in danger and that resulted in the 

confiscation of substantial quantities of weapons of war. For his bravery Mr Dupuis earned 

the Commemorative Medal of Algeria, the Médaille Commémorative d’Algérie, France’s 

recognition medal (la Médaille de Reconnaissance de la Nation), and the prestigious Fighters 

Cross (la Croix du Combattant). 

After serving in France’s navy, Alain Dupuis had to face the slightly less life threatening but 

nevertheless challenging task of becoming established in the food and beverage industry. In 

the mid-1960s he moved to New York, where the restaurant industry was booming. He 

worked in prestigious restaurants such as La Toque Blanche, the Cygne Club, the Harmonie 

Club, ran his own restaurant for 20 years and worked for a company that imported French 

wines, among other things.    

But despite his professional obligations, and all of the challenges of succeeding in a new 

country while raising a family, Alain Dupuis started to devote himself to the French 

community here in the US as soon as he could.   



In 1982, Mr Dupuis became a member of the Federation of French Veterans in the USA, 

where he was quickly voted by his peers to a leadership position. In 1986, he was elected vice 

President and re-elected to this role for 22 years.  In 2008 he became President of the 

federation, and still holds this position today. 

The Federation of French Veterans was created after WWI and celebrated its 100th 

anniversary yesterday. It allows the Frenchmen and women who were part of France’s wars to 

share the experiences that come from being in the armed forces and to build a community of 

peers here in the US. The Federation also keeps in touch with about 40 widows of French war 

veterans and brings spiritual and financial comfort to veterans of French descent, and 

sometimes Americans who are in need, by visiting them in their homes or nursing homes and 

showing them support.   

Today the Federation of French Veterans has several hundred members from the first and 

second world wars, Korea, Indochina, Algeria and other overseas theaters of operation. 

At its peak the Federation of French Veterans had more than 1,000 members. The Federation 

also aims to honor the French-American alliance and friendship by participating in official 

ceremonies that commemorate the wars that France and America fought together, with its 

band, “Le Cadets Lafayette” and its Color Guard.  Alain always makes sure that the members 

of the federation take part in events such as the NY Veterans Day parade as he did yesterday, 

ceremonies to bestow the Legion of Honor on Americans who participated in WWII as he did 

earlier today, the parade to honor the surviving members of the “Harlem Hell Fighters” and 

many more.  In 2018, Alain was able to mobilize more than 100 members of the French 

community during the New York City Veterans Day parade, including generals, students and 

their parents, who carried a giant 60ft by 40ft French and American flag down 5th avenue, 

and myself.   

Alain Dupuis also plays a critical role in preserving the memory of the fallen. He helps 

maintain or if necessary, renovate the monuments dedicated to their memory.  When a dozen 

marble plates that carried the names of 463 French soldiers who came from America as well 

as American soldiers who died for France during WWI and WWII had to be moved from the 

St Vincent de Paul church in Manhattan because it closed down, Alain led an important 

fundraising effort to extract, preserve and transport and reinstall the historical nameplates to 

Notre Dame Church on the West side.   

Since he retired in 2008, Mr Dupuis has devoted himself entirely to his functions as president 

of the Federation of French War veterans.  Due to the high price of real estate in NY, he 

mostly runs this organization from his home, which means that he has generously agreed to 

share his home with a giant file cabinet that takes up a large part of his living room, and to 

support the storage of 100 years of documents about the French veteran community in the US 

in a storage room in Queens. 

Which leads me to the third quality that shines forth from Alain Dupuis, his kindness.  In 

addition to sharing his home with the office of the Federation, Mr Dupuis dedicates many of 

his personal resources and his time to traveling around and organizing its activities.  He 



personally takes care of the military tombstones of the men that died on behalf of France in 

the French military cemeteries of Flushing et de Cypress Hills à New York.  And, he spends 

many afternoons and mornings visiting the veterans who are sick or elderly at the hospital.   

As the Consul General, I can add that Alain is always available to help the Consulate direct 

families that want to be part of the latest military celebrations in France and the United States. 

He is also a vital part of the Legion of Honor Ceremonies that we organize for American 

WWII veterans, who never complains about travelling with us to sing the Marseillaise in 

faraway places such as Hartford or Newington Connecticut and West Orange New Jersey with 

his fellow companions of the Federation.  

Dear Alain, for your long and loyal service to the French community of war veterans, and for 

the tirelessness with which you have worked to foster the longstanding political, military and 

friendship ties between France and the United States, I am honored to have supported your 

nomination to the Legion of Honor and to be a witness as you receive this recognition today.  

I will now give the floor to Mr Wildenstein. 


