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Honored Veteran John Faenza, and family members, 

The Honorable Senator Richard Blumenthal, 

The Honorable Senator Matt Lesser, 

The Honorable Assemblyman David Michel, 

Commissioner Thomas Saadi, 

State Commander of Veterans of Foreign Wars, Jim Delancy, and honorable veterans, 

Chief of the Newington Police Department police, Mr. Stephen Clark, Deputy Police Chief 

Hartford Police Department Mr William Long, and members of the Hartford Police 

Department, 

Wayne Rioux, 

Ms. Maley Hunt, 

Ms. Karen Pagliaro, 

Ms. Erika Stinson, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

It is an honor to be here with you today, and to be able to pay tribute to Mr. John FAENZA 

who fought in France during WWII, and risked his life to help liberate my country and the 

world from the terror of Nazism. 

Mr.  FAENZA you were incorporated into the US army to fight during WWII when you were 

just 18 years old.  You entered into the 654
th

 Bomb Squadron, of the 8
th

 Air Force from 

March of 1944 to July of 1945.  With this squadron, you were involved in many flight 

missions over Normandy, Ardennes and the Rhineland. The 25th Bombardment Group which 

your Bomb Squadron was a part of was formed in the days after D-Day to carry out 

photographic and mapping missions over mainland Europe as the Allied armies pushed East. 

The 25
th

 Bombardment group also flew bombers to drop 'chaff' to confuse the enemy.  These 

are strips of metallic paper that make it difficult for the enemy to detect aircraft using radar.  

As part of the 654
th

 Bomb Squadron, you took part in flight expeditions to detect and 

photograph enemy activity, develop maps, scout in advance of bomber expeditions, evaluate 

bombardment strikes, and spread chaff to confuse enemy defenses.   

These expeditions were difficult.  Most of the flights took place at night, which meant that 

unless there was a moon, the object to be photographed had to be found in the dark using the 

navigator’s equations.  For the light source, you and your crewmembers used M46 Photo 

flashbombs, which gave off 700 million candle power.  The flashbombs had to be used 

without the aircraft being detected by the enemy.  In a time when iPhones can take pictures 

with a tap of a finger, without needing a light meter reading, or having to focus the lens, it is 
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hard to imagine how risky the missions were. Many lost their lives in these missions, you 

carried them through with courage and honor. 

When you returned to the US you became a proud and highly respected police officer in the 

Hartford, Connecticut Police Department. Many of your colleagues are here with us today, 

who bear witness to this fact. You also wedded Lucille, and became the happy father of four 

children, Betty, Cathy, Tom and Joann. To this day, you still describe yourself as a “proud 

allied soldier.” 

Mr FAENZA, on behalf of the government of France and the people of France, I am here to 

express my deepest gratitude for the risks that you took and the sacrifices that you were 

willing to make to liberate my country.  On this occasion, I also want to remember the fallen 

who made the ultimate sacrifice for us. 

As we know, Franklin D Roosevelt once said that, “Those who have long enjoyed such 

privileges as we, forget in time that men have died to win them.”  I am here to say that France 

will never forget that it is thanks to the risks that you and 800,000 of your countrymen took, 

and the sacrifice that you were willing to make, that France and America have free and 

democratic societies today. France will continue to convey this memory onto future 

generations.  

As we have the privilege of honoring great veterans such as yourself, it is also important that 

we keep in mind the important lessons that your bravery and sacrifice can teach us.  As you 

know, WWII, followed close on the heels of WWI, which was supposed to be the “war to end 

all wars.”  Young men and women whose fathers had fought in WWI barely had a chance to 

grow up before they too would have to join the battlefield, risk, and in many cases, lose their 

lives: 

The great bravery and sacrifice of both your and their generation remind us that:   

-We can never take the values of liberty, respect for the other, democracy and the rule of law 

for granted. 

-It is our collective responsibility to be vigilant and willing to struggle for these values so that 

they can thrive and flourish, as you did at a very young age.   

- That France and America fought the critical battles for democracy together:  From the 

American Revolution and the support given by the Marquis de Lafayette, to France and 

America’s collaboration during the two world wars.  Today this alliance remains critical if we 

want to protect and reinvent the international system that we created after WWII for the 

purpose of protecting our common values and peace.   

With these thoughts, and to express France’s gratitude for your great service, in just a few 

moments I will bestow on you my nation’s highest honorary distinction: the insignia of the 

National Order of the Legion of Honor, which Napoleon created in 1802 to recognize men 

and women who have accomplished exceptional deeds for France and its people.  
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The French Republic solemnly thanks you for the outstanding services that you rendered to 

our nation. 

Au nom du Président de la République et en vertu des pouvoirs qui me sont conférés, je vous 

fais Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur.  

 


