
Distinguished Guests, 

Honored veterans, 

Chère Madame Estey, 

Dear Guy Wildenstein,  

Dear families; dear students, 

As you know, yesterday was Armistice Day, when the entire nation joined together to honor 

the service and courage of the veterans and active duty personnel who are serving on our 

behalf. 

As part of this commemorative event, it is great honor to be here with you to pay tribute to 3 

American heroes who fought in France during WWII, risking their lives to help liberate my 

country and the world from the terrors of Nazism.  

Mr Jerome COOPERSMITH, you arrived in Normandy, landing on Utah Beach, France on D-

Day + 94 on September 8th 1944, and fought many battles in Brittany and the Ardennes-

Alsace area and the famous Battle of the Bulge. During these battles, you were wounded 

several times.   

Mr Gordon KOBLER you were one of the ‘Iron Men of Metz’ who helped to liberate the city 

of Metz from the German occupying forces in November of 1944.   

Mr Robert MERRILL you participated in six major battles throughout Normandy, Northern 

France, the Rhineland, Ardennes-Alsace, and Central Europe. In 1945, you risked your life to 

save a friend, by running into a minefield to rescue him after he hit a mine and carried him to 

a hospital.  

Your stories are truly compelling examples of bravery and courage, and in a moment, students 

from the French Lycée will tell us more about them.  The three of you were very young, 

between 18 and 22 years old.  Yet you were willing to risk your lives thousands of miles away 

from your families, homes and friends.  

Your generation showed the utmost strength of soul:  It risked its life to save men and women 

that it had never met, and to liberate a soil that it had, for the most part, never set foot on.  Its 

only compass was a cause that it somehow felt to be more important than mortality itself:  

Liberty, democracy.   

The French government and the French nation will never forget your sacrifice and the great 

sacrifice of your fallen companions, and solemnly thanks you. To express my nation’s 

gratitude for the exceptional service you rendered to France, we will bestow the French 

Republic’s highest honorary distinction, the insignia of Knight of the National Order of the 

Legion of Honor, upon you.  The National Order of the Legion of Honor was created by 

Napoleon in 1802 to recognize men and women who have accomplished exceptional deeds 

for France and its people. 



But before I do so, with the President of the American Society of the Legion of Honor, we 

should take a moment to reflect on the important lessons that we can draw from the sacrifice 

and bravery that your generation, the greatest generation of the 20th Century, was willing to 

make.   

The first and most essential lesson is that we owe our right to live freely today to you, and to 

the hundreds of thousands of men and women who didn’t make it back from the battlefields.  

And this means that we are greatly indebted to you.  Beyond commemorating and celebrating 

your bravery, we owe it to you to prove ourselves worthy of the great legacy of peace and 

freedom that you left us.  

To be worthy of that promise, we need to continue the fight for democracy and liberty as you 

did in your time.  Today as we speak French and American troops are fighting side by side 

against terrorism in Iraq and in Mali.   

We also need to preserve the international system that we created after WWII and to reinvent 

it so that it can better face the challenges ahead, which range from terrorism, to climate 

change, to growing inequality, and populism.   

We need to enhance the longstanding alliance between France and the United States, an 

alliance that is rooted in the values of the American and French revolutions.  Because our two 

countries are never greater than when we fight for their values.   

Thank you. 

Vive la France.  God Bless America.  Long live the French-American friendship. 

 

The French Republic solemnly thanks you for the outstanding services that you rendered to 

our nation. 

« Au nom du Président de la République et en vertu des pouvoirs qui me sont conférés, je 

vous fais Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur. » 

Jerome COOPERSMITH 

Mr Gordon KOBLER 

Mr Robert MERRILL 


