
Honored veterans, 

Dear Loree Sutton, 

Dear Guy Wildenstein, 

Dear students, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

It is an honor to be here with you today, and to be able to pay tribute to 4 American veterans 

who risked their lives to help liberate France from Nazism during World War II.  

Mr Stanley BERNSTEIN, who took part in the D-Day Normandy landing, and many battles 

in the North of France.  He bravely saved the life of an allied pilot by pulling him out from a 

burning aircraft putting himself at great risk;  

Mr Karl FRANK who took part in the battles of Normandy and the North of France in close 

combat with the German forces;  

Mr James CULLEN who also took part in the battles of Normandy and in the North of 

France, and was engaged in numerous attacks and firefights with the German enemy. He was 

wounded in battle. 

And Mr Starford STEINHOFF. who spent his military time in the freeing and occupation of 

France. 

Many of you took place in the crucial battles in Normandy.  All were involved in combat and 

risked your lives.  Some were involved in the freeing and occupation of France. 

The bravery of you American men, who were willing to sacrifice your lives to preserve the 

values of liberty and democracy deserve our highest consideration and our deepest respect. 

On behalf of the government of France and the people of France, you have our eternal 

gratitude for the sacrifices you made to liberate our country and Europe from the clutches of 

totalitarianism. We will never forget that it is thanks to the risks that you and 800,000 of your 

countrymen took during WWII that France and America enjoy the freedoms, the democratic 

institutions and the way of life that they have today.   

To express France’s gratitude Guy Wildenstein and I will bestow on you my nation’s highest 

honorary distinction: the insignia of the National Order of the Legion of Honor, which 

Napoleon created in 1802 to recognize men and women who have accomplished exceptional 

deeds for France and its people.  The French Republic solemnly thanks you for the 

outstanding services that you rendered to our nation. 

In the year of the centennial of the signing of the armistice that ended the first World War, let 

us also take a moment to remember the great generation of Americans that came before yours, 

the two million Americans who crossed the Atlantic in 1917 to fight the decisive battles that 

made this armistice possible.  After 4 years of bloody combat that left 1.4 Million French 



soldiers dead, the French army was exhausted and the arrival of the US soldiers brought back 

hope to the men in the trenches.  The arrival of the US soldiers helped France make the final 

effort that it needed to turn the tide of the war. Like yours, the sacrifice, the selflessness, and 

the idealism of the US soldiers who fought in France during WWI will always be in our 

hearts.  

We must not forget the important lessons that can be learned from the colossal conflicts that 

you and they took part in: 

-That we cannot take the values of liberty, respect for the other, democracy and the rule of law 

that you and the generation before you fought for, for granted. 

- That we cannot establish the values of liberty, respect for the other, democracy and the rule 

of law once and for all. 

-That we need to be vigilant and willing to struggle for the protection and future of these 

values and liberties.  

-That we need to fight for these values and liberties together, and that we need to protect and 

reinvent the international order that we created after WWII to protect and support democracy 

hand in hand. 

So as we honor our great veterans today, let us remember that we need to continue to build, 

strengthen and nourish the institutions and the attitudes that will allow liberty and democracy 

to flourish:  By re-inforcing the international institutions that allow us to resolve our 

differences peacefully; By re-working the rules of the global economy so that everyone can 

share in its benefits; and by countering the temptation to revert to a short-sighted nationalism, 

and unregulated economic competition that led to the two world conflicts of the 20th Century. 

I am delighted to see so many your students here with us this afternoon.  You have an 

important responsibility:  To remember and understand these wars and the lessons that can be 

drawn from them, so that history does not repeat itself. 

And now it is a pleasure to give the floor Loree Sutton.  Loree, thank you for being with us 

this afternoon. 

 


