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Honored veterans, 

Honorable Assemblyman Andrew Zwicker, 

Susan J. Soloway, Freeholder Deputy Director and Veterans’ 

Liaison  

Roseann Brow, Chief of Staff to NJ Senator Bateman, on his 

behalf, 

Kevin P. Davis, Administrator 

Brad Myhre, Mayor of Frenchtown, Clerk of the Freeholder 

Board and Deputy Chief of Staff 

Esteemed Hunderton officials 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

It is a great honor to be here with such a distinguished 

group of citizens and representatives of the Flemington 

community to pay tribute to Mr John Paller, an American 

veteran who fought in France during WWII. As the Consul 

general of France for the tri-state area, I am delighted to be in 

this beautiful Historic County Courthouse, with your presence, 

to bestow the Legion of Honor upon this gentleman from the 

greatest generation. I am also extremely thankful to Ruthi Cass 
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who works with Mr Kevin Davis, your Hunterdon County 

Administrator, for taking the initiative to move the ceremony to 

this wonderful location, and to reach out to so many of you, on 

very short notice.  Merci Ruthi! 

Before I begin, let me take this opportunity to remind 

you of how much France values its ties with the state of New 

Jersey.  As I was mentioning to the honorable assembly member 

Andrew Zwicker, and to Governor Philip Murphy a few weeks 

ago, trade between New Jersey and France is thriving.  I am 

confident that our economic ties will keep growing, as many 

French nationals and businesses are looking to establish 

themselves here, due to the excellent schools, the family-

friendly towns and the educated workforce. 

This is the story of a true American hero.  Mr. PALLER, 

when the United States entered into WWII, you were 

incorporated into the US army.  You were just 19 years old.  

After training at the aviation cadet school, you entered the 491
st
 

Bombardment Group of the 8
th

 Air Force Division in February 

of 1944 a little over a year later. At this time, the 491
st
 

Bombardment Group was sent to the European theater of the 

war, where you spent 8 months, putting your life at great risk to 

help liberate my country and the world from the terrors of 
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Nazism.  You were very young, and you probably knew very 

little about France or Europe. Yet you were prepared to make 

the ultimate sacrifice thousands of miles away from your family, 

your home and your friends.  

As France’s President, Emmanuel Macron, pointed out 

during a commemoration to the 75
th

 Anniversary of D-Day this 

past June:  “Your only compass was a cause that you somehow 

felt to be more important than mortality itself:  Liberty, 

democracy.”   

Let me tell you a little bit more about this outstanding 

serviceman.  Mr. PALLER you were a co-pilot who flew B-24 

Liberators over Northern and Central France. The 491
st
 

Bombardment Group entered combat in early June of 1944, just 

before the D-Day landings.  Many of the group’s operations 

were part of the strategic bombing campaign against Germany.  

Targets included Berlin, Hamburg, Kassel and Cologne.  The 

Group was awarded a Distinguished Unit Cross for persevering 

with a raid on an oil refinery at Misburg despite half of its 

bombers being destroyed by enemy aircraft.  

The 491
st
 also made a series of attacks on weapon sites 

and German communications in France, attacked German 

supply lines and fortifications during the Battle of the Bulge, 



4 
 

supported the Allied crossing  of the Rhine in March 1945, and 

the Allied advance across Germany.   

As part of the 491
st
 Bombardment Group you flew 35 

combat missions, including 5 to targets in France, and 30 to 

targets in Germany.  In August of 1944 you flew just short of 8 

hours to a target in Lyon to support the invasion of Southern 

France by Allied troops, which was to commence the following 

morning.   

By the time you returned to the United States, you had 

risen to the rank of 1
st
 Lieutenant.  For your great valor and 

bravery you were awarded over a dozen medals, including the 

Certificate of Valor and the Air Medal with Five Oak Clusters.  

You then went on to a long career in the air force, where you 

served for 22 continuous years as a flight instructor.  After that, 

you became the supervisor of the maintenance and repair of 

motorized vehicles in a large manufacturing plant.  You got 

married and had 4 children, who in turn have brought to the 

world 6 of your grandchildren!   This sounds like a 

wonderfully fulfilling life indeed! 

But let us give a thought to all your companions fallen in 

combat.  It is thanks to the more than 2 million Americans who 

served in Europe, such as you, and to the hundreds of thousands 
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of men and women who didn’t make it back from those 

battlefields, that we live freely. We owe you our democracy and 

freedom. The French government and the French nation will 

never forget your service, and solemnly thank you.  

But beyond commemorating and celebrating your 

bravery and your sacrifice, we owe it to you to prove ourselves 

worthy of the great legacy of peace and freedom that you left us. 

To be worthy of that promise, we need to continue the 

fight for democracy and liberty as you did in your time. As we 

speak, French and American troops are still fighting side-by-

side today against terrorism in Iraq and Mali.  

We need to preserve the international system that we 

created after WWII and to reinvent it so that it can better face 

the challenges ahead, which range from terrorism, to climate 

change, to growing inequality, and populism.   

We need to enhance the longstanding alliance that exists 

between France and the United States, an alliance that is rooted 

in the values of the American and French revolutions.  Because 

our two countries are never greater than when we fight for their 

values.   
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To express my nation’s gratitude for the exceptional 

service you rendered to France, I will now bestow the French 

Republic’s highest honorary distinction, the insignia of Knight 

of the National Order of the Legion of Honor, upon you.  The 

National Order of the Legion of Honor was created by Napoleon 

in 1802 to recognize men and women who have accomplished 

exceptional deeds for France and its people. 

The French Republic solemnly thanks you for the 

outstanding services that you rendered to our nation. 

« Au nom du Président de la République et en vertu des 

pouvoirs qui me sont conférés, je vous fais Chevalier de la 

Légion d’Honneur. » 

 


